part of the last century in muds at Jar-
row Lake on the river Tyne are now
identified as being pseudomorphs af-
ter crystals of the mineral ikaite. Ikaite,
CaCO0,.6H,0, is a metastable mineral
in sedimentary rocks. It crystallizes at
near to zero Celcius, but breaks down
at normal temperatures to form calci-
um carbonate and water. Jarrowites
are pseudomorphed in calcite which
appeared to have been generated by
redistribution of the calcium which ap-
pears to have been generated by re-
distribution of the calcium carbonate
formerly present in the parent ikaite.
The high porosity of the jarrowites is
the result of the decrease in volume
which accompanied the change. The
paper reviews the known occurences
of pseudomorphs of jarrowite-type
(pseudogayllusite, thinolite, White Sea
hornlets, glendonite, gersternkorner,
gennoishi, fundylite and others), the
discovery of ikaite and and the ways in
which the pseudomorphs atter ikaite
may have a role as palaeometers.
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zijn ontstaan. Kortom een hoop onze-
kerheden. Onderzoeker Don Ander-
son van het California Institute of Tech-
nology (USA), heeft met behulp van de
nieuwe verhoudingen van de elemen-
ten waaruit de oerwolk heeft bestaan,
de samenstelling van de Aarde op-
nieuw berekend. Zijn conclusie is, dat
de aardmantel ca. 15% meer ijzer
moet bevatten dan tot dusver is aange-
nomen. Hier komt nog bij, dat de struc-
tuur van het binnenste van de Aarde in
samenhang met de nieuw gevonden
samenstelling beter overeen stemt met
de resultaten van seismische waarne-
mingen.
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