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Cetaceans and pinnipeds, February - May 1991

The only cetacean which was reported frequently between 6 Feb and 4 May
1991 was the Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena. Four animals were secen
during seawatching (Hbz, 6 Feb (1) and 4 May (1), Bergen aan Zee 25 Feb (2),
all NH), the rest during surveys on board MV Navicula in coastal waters off the
Dutch Wadden Sea islands (RH, MH, MK, ML, HO, MP, TP, CV). Most ani-
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mals were seen on 12 Mar (48) and 13 Mar (10) off Terschelling and off Schicr-
monnikoog (see map). Some 76 individuals were recorded, 33 sightings in all.
Two larger aggregations on 12 Mar, of 29 and 12 individuals respectively, were
found to consist of small units (herds 1, 1, 2, 2, 3, 4, 4, 4, 6, 6, 8 individuals),
so average herd size was 2.3 * 1.7 individuals. There was nct one particular
direction of movements; most porpoises were (slowly) swimming criss-cross. Sun-
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bathing was recorded once.

The resident Bottle-nosed Dolphin Tursiops truncatus in Zeeland was found
dead on 29 Apr in the Oosterschelde (Wemeldinge; SIT). White-beaked Dolphins
Lagenorhynchus albirostris were not seen this time; the last sighting being 4
individuals on 1 Feb in the northern North Sea (see Sula 5(1): 39-40), probably
because so few offshore surveys were conducted. No records were received of
seals in the southern North Sea.

Information from: NZG/Offshore marine mammal database, N.F. van der Ham
(NH), R. Hammer (RH), S. Hart (SH), M. Hoekstein (MH), M. Kok (MK),
M.F. Leopold (ML), H. Offringa (HO), M. Poot (MP), T. Postma (TP), C. van
der Viiet (CV). CJC
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