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PREFACE

In the annals ofodonatology there are but few students as prolific

as the late Lt Col. Dr F.C. FRASER (1880-1963). In addition to his

general work on the phytogeny and classification of the order, in his

taxonomic works he touched upon all faunal regions, and his regional

monographs on the fauna ofIndia, Australasia, Africa and South Ame-

rica are much more than merely an indispensable basis for subsequent

research. His odonatological oeuvre consists of over 300 papers and

treatises, scattered in periodicals of all continents. Although he himself

kept a fairly good record of his publications, a complete bibliography

has never been published, and many of his papers are not readily avail-

able outside the largest specialized libraries.

The present bibliography is based on the list compiled by the late

Professor Dr B.E. MONTGOMERY, and was subsequently completed

from various sources, including the Zoological Record. All titles were

checked with reprints or xerox copies in Professor Dr B. KIA UTA’s

library; therefore I hope that the bibliography is largely complete and

that not many bibliographic errors have escaped our notice.

During his years as a surgeon in the Indian Medical Service, Dr

Fraser devoted most of his free time to the Indian fauna. His work,

largely summarized in the three odonate volumes of the Fauna of

British India (1933-1936), still represents almost everything that is so

far known on dragonflies of the IndianSubcontinent.Dr Fraser, there-

fore, is rightly considered the “Father of Indian Odonatology”. For

this reason, and in order to facilitate current work on Indian Odonata,

this bibliography is being simultaneously published also in the Special

Publications series of the S.I.O. National Office in India.

Fraser’s bibliography will certainly stimulate andfacilitate the work

of dragonfly students throughout the world, and I feel particularly
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happy that its publication coincides with the opening of the Ninth

InternationalSymposium of Odonatology in the South Indian city of
Madurai.

Pondicherry

January, 1988

B.K. Tyagi

Chairman of

the S.I.O. National Office in India
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