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The distribution in the Netherlands of all

is again rather obscure and do not show any

species of the genus Cercyon Leach has been

specific pattern, with the exception of the

examined within the framework of the European

species of the C. convexiusculus group (Fig.

Invertebrate Survey. Most of these small beetles

1-4). The four species of this group live in wet

live in all kind of decaying material.

or very wet habitats near open water. At the

14,000 specimens from the larger Dutch museums

moment too little ecological information is

and private collections have been examined.

available to recognize which factors determine
these patterns.

21 species have been recognized. Ten of these
seem to prefer the excrements of larger mammals

It might be of interest to examine the distri-

and usually several species are found together

bution of the C. convexiusculus group in Europe.

in one dung-sample.
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Fig. 1.

Cercyon convexiusculus

Fig. 2.

Cercyon granarius

Fig. 3.

Cercyon sternalis

Fig. 4.

Cercyon tristis

