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In this paper the third German edition of Knorr's
'Vergnügen der Augen' is discussed and compared
with the first and second editions. The text of the third
edition differs for the most part from the first and sec-
ond editions and is substantially enlarged. Only part
two of the third edition is somewhat similar in text
and pages to the second part of the second edition.
The plates are identical to the Dutch and the second
German editions.

Key words: Mollusca, G.W. Knorr, Vergnügen (1st, 2nd, 3rd ed.),
annotations, collation, review.

Introduction

Shortly after a publication on the rare second German
edition of Knorr's 'Vergnügen der Augen' (Dijkstra,
2016) some positive reactions reached the author
about the existence of another German edition (1784-
1792), which has not been referred to in the literature
previously. Four copies are known of the third edi-
tion. A copy in the Zentralbibliothek at Zürich is
herein annotated and compared with the other two
German editions. The copy in the Universitäts-biblio-
thek at Basel is bound in three volumes, but the plates
are lacking.

The copy in The Royal Library of the Copenhagen
University at Copenhagen is a set of the second (first
and second parts) and third (remaining parts) edi-
tions, bound in two volumes. The copy in the Aus-
tralian Museum Research Library is a complete set of
the third edition, bound in three volumes. The first
volume contains Parts 1-3, the second volume Parts
4-6, and the third volume plates 1-190. This copy is
supplied with old German handwritten annotations,
especially in the first three parts. Some plates are an-
notated in ink at the bottom. Handwritten lists are
bound in at the back of the volume with the plates.
The modern binding is of the 20th century.

Annotations to the third edition

The copy in the Zentralbibliothek at Zürich, which
formerly belonged to the "Naturforschende
Gesellschaft" in Zürich, consists of a set of six parts,
each bound in half leather. After the text in each of
parts 1-5, a set of 30 hand-coloured plates is bound in
the back; in part 6 a set of 40 plates is present (30
hand-coloured and 10 white on a black background).
On each part a monogram "Naturforschende
Gesellschaft in Zurich" is present after the title page.
The six parts of the third edition were not published
in chronological order (see Table 1).

In the first part, published in 1790, in a "Vor-

97

A collation and annotations of the rare
third German edition of Knorr's ‘Vergnügen der Augen’

(1784-1792)

Henk H. Dijkstra
Naturalis Biodiversity Center, P.O. Box 9517, NL-2300 RA Leiden, The Netherlands; henk.dijkstra@naturalis.nl

Basteria 81 (4-6): 97-104 (2017)

B2017-08-Dijkstra:Basteria-2015 11/22/2017 9:09 PM Page 97



bericht" [Preface] occupying pages [III]-VI, the heirs of
Georg Wolfgang Knorr reported that already in 1776 it
was necessary to think of a new edition. Professor
Philip Ludwig Statius Müller of the university of Er-
langen (Dijkstra, 2010: 46) was asked to revise this
new [second] edition; Knorr’s heirs took care of the
copper plates. Unfortunately, after finishing the first
part Müller passed away and Knorr’s heirs had to
look for a substitute scholar. On the advice of Hout-
tuyn (Dijkstra, 2010: 45), Friedrich Christian Meuschen
(Holthuis, 1998) was willing to revise the remaining
parts and started in 1784 with the second part. A year
later he revised the third part. However, because of
the pressure of Meuschen's work, the distance be-
tween The Hague and Nürnberg, and some other cir-
cumstances, the heirs sought and found a German
scholar living closer to Nürnberg to complete the third
edition. They did not introduce his name in the pref-
ace, and the reviser did not reveal his identity in the
revised text or annotations.

In the chapter "Kurze Einleitung in die nähere
Kenntniß der Conchylien" [Short introduction to the
further knowledge of molluscs] on pages VII-XLIV,
the reviser gave a synopsis of the history of conchol-
ogy, fromAristotle to the classification of natural his-
tory by Linnaeus, by enumerating the following
published systems: I. Das Tournefortische System (pp.
X-XI), II. Das Gualtierische System (pp. XI-XII), III.
Das d'Argenvilische System (pp. XII-XIII), IV. Das
Meuschenische System (pp. XIII-XV), V. Das Vosmae-
rische System (p. XVI), VI. Das Martinische System
(pp. XVII-XXVI), and VII. Das Linnäische System (pp.
XXVI-XXXVIII). After these systems (pp. XXXVIII-
XLIV) the reviser reported that he had carefully stud-
ied the 12th edition of the Systema Naturae by
Linnaeus and added into this work also a register of
genera and species used by Linnaeus so far as they are
figured in this work. He also planned to introduce an
alphabetical register of names. The reviser stated that
he had used also his own molluscan collection for re-

vising most of the figured specimens.
In the following chapter "Knorrs Vergnügen der

Augen und des Gemüths. Erster Theil" (pp. [1]-132),
the reviser revised and commented on each figured
specimen of the 30 plates, which are located behind
the text. It is notable that the frontispiece of this part is
similar to that of the first edition and that the text of
this frontispiece is different to the text on the title page
of the present edition.

The second part, published in 1784, at first revised
by Meuschen and afterwards in the same year once
more updated, annotated and enlarged by the un-
known reviser, after the treatment of the figured spec-
imens has added a special annotated listing "Zusätze
und Verbesserungen" [Additions and Rectifications]
(pp. 1-40) of the specimens figured on the 30 plates.
The frontispiece of the second part is placed after this
chapter. It is similar to that of the first edition but dif-
ferent to the text on the title page of the third edition.

The third part, published in 1785, and again first
revised by Meuschen and afterwards once more sub-
stantially enlarged (pp. [243]-351), see Table 2) by the
present reviser, treats the figured specimens on the 30
added plates extensively. After this treatment follows
the frontispiece of the third part, similar to that of the
first edition, and again the text and also the publica-
tion date (1768) are different to the present edition.

In the fourth part, published in 1789, after the title
page, the heirs of Knorr applied to the readers "An die
Leser" with the note that this part is not revised and
enlarged by the same reviser [Meuschen] as the sec-
ond and third parts. Below this remark is the mono-
gram of the "Naturforschende Gesellschaft in Zurich".
The following pages (pp. 355-476) are extensive de-
scriptions of the species figured on the 30 plates be-
hind the text. The frontispiece between the text and
plates of the third part is similar to that of the first edi-
tion, and again the text and also the publication date
(1769) are not in harmony with the third edition.

In the fifth part, published in 1790 [together with
the first part], is a remark by the reviser to the readers
"An die Leser", with the information that the reviser
had also parts 4, 5 and 6 of the Dutch edition at his
disposal. The Dutch names used by Houttuyn (abbre-
viated to "Houtt." in this part) are included here. In
the first and fourth parts the reviser had also added
the names used by Meuschen in "Museo Geversiano",
abbreviated as "Meusch." in the present edition. Below
this remark by the reviser is a monogram "Natur-
forschende Gesellschaft in Zurich". On the following
pages (pp. [479]-602) the figured specimens are de-
scribed. The frontispiece, between the text and plates
of the fifth part, is similar to that of the first edition,
and again the text and also the publication date (1771)
are in disharmony with the present edition.
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Parts I II III IV V VI

G1 1757 1764 1768 1769 1771 1773

G2 1776 1784 1772 1773 1774 1775

G3 1790 1784 1785 1789 1790 1792

F 1760 1765 1768 1770 1771 1773

D 1770 1771 1772 1773 1774 1775

Table 1. Publication dates of the 6 parts of the different editions
of Knorr's 'Vergnügen' (G1 = 1st German edition; G2 = 2nd Ger-
man edition; G3 = 3rd German edition; F = French edition;
D = Dutch edition).
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The sixth and last part was published in 1792. After
the title page on a blank page is a monogram "Natur-
forschende Gesellschaft in Zurich". On the following
pages (pp. 603-790) the hand-coloured figures of the
30 plates and also the whitish figures on a black back-
ground of the final 10 plates are described. After the
description of the figured specimens is a "Dreifaches
Register über den neuen Text von Herrn Georg Wolf-
gang Knorr Vergnügen der Augen und des Gemüths"
[Triple index ...], starting with "Anmerkungen"
[Notes] on the 12th edition of Linnaeus' Systema Nat-
urae and Linnaeus' 13th edition compiled by Gmelin.
This chapter (pp. [1-2]-11) includes "Das erste Regis-
ter über die Linnäischen Geschlechte und Arten der
zwölften Ausgabe die in den sechs Theilen des
Vergnügen der Augen und des Gemüths abgebildet
sind" [The first index of the Linnean genera and
species of the 12th edition, which are figured in the
six parts of the 'Vergnügen der Augen und des
Gemüths']. The following chapter (pp. 12-28) includes
"Das zweyte Register über die 13te Ausgabe des Lin-
näischen Natursystems*), nach der Ordnung der
Kupfertafeln" [The second index of the 13th edition of
the Linnean system of nature], with an annotation on
Gmelin's 13th edition. The following chapter (pp. 28-
96) containing "Das dritte Register über die
deutschen, lateinischen, französischen und holländis-
chen Namen, der in diesemWerke abgebildeten und
beschriebenen Conchylien" [The third index of the
German, Latin, French and Dutch names, which are
figured and described in this work]. The names are in
alphabetical order. The last chapter (pp. 97-100) con-
tains "Druckfehler und Verbesserungen" [typographi-
cal errors and corrections]. The frontispiece between
the text and plates of this part is similar to that of the
first edition, and again the text and also the publica-
tion date (1773) are in disharmony with the present
edition.

A collation of the text of Knorr's 3rd edition

A collation of the copy of the third German edition of
Knorr's Vergnügen der Augen is present in the Zen-
tralbibliothek at Zürich. For a collation and annota-
tions of the other editions see Dijkstra (2010, 2016).

Part I — Title page: Vergnügen der Augen und des
Gemüths, in Vorstellung einer allgemeinen Samm-
lung von Conchylien, welche im Meere, im süßen
Wasser und auf dem Lande gefunden werden. |Erster
Theil, zweyte vermehrte und verbesserte Auflage her-
ausgegeben von Georg Wolfgang Knorrs seel. Erben
in Nürnberg. |
1790. | | blank [monogramme] Naturforschende Ge-
sellschaft in Zurich. | | [iii] Vorbericht. [text] | | iv-vi
[text] | Nürnberg, im Monath December, 1789. |
Georg Wolfgang Knorrs seel. Erben. | | vii | Kurze
Einleitung in die nähere Kenntniß der Conchylien. |
[text] | | viii-ix | [text] | | x | [text] I. Das Tournefor-
tische System. [text] | | xi | [text] II. Das
Gualtierische System. | [text] | | xii | [text] | III. Das
d'Argenvillische System. | [text] | | xiii | [text] | IV.
Das Meuschenische System. | [text] | | xiv-xv [text] |
| xvi | V. Das Vosmaerische System. | [text] | | xvii |
VI. Das Martinische System. | [text] | | xviii-xxv
[text] | | xxvi [text] | VII. Das Linnåische System. |
[text] | | xxvii-xliv [text] | | [1] Knorrs Vergnügen der
Augen und des Gemüths. | Erster Theil. | TAB. I. Fig.
I. | [text] | | 2-128, 129*-132* [text, species descripti-
ons] | Ende des ersten Theils. | | Title plate | | blank
| | [Plates] Tab. I. - Tab. XXX.
Note: The pages numbered 129-132 have an asterisk.

Part II — Title page: Vergnügen der Augen und des
Gemüths in Vorstellung einer allgemeinen Sammlung
von Conchylien, welche im Meere, im süßen Wasser
und auf dem Lande gefunden werden. | Zweyter
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Eds Part 1 Part 2 Part 3 Part 4 Part 5 Part 6

G1 [1-2] 1-39, 1-7 1-56, [1-16] 1-52 1-48, [1-14], 1-23 1-46 1-76, 1-18, 1-11

G2 [5] 6-127 [1] [3] 126-240 [5] 6-52 [5] 6-48 [14] [3] 4-46 [3] 4-76, [1] 2-18,
[3] 4-7 [1]

G3 [iii] iv-xliv,
[1] 2-132

[125] 126-240,
1-40

[243]
244-351 [3] 355-476 [3] 480-602 603-790, [1-2] 3-100

F [1-5], 1-52 [1-5, 1-65 [1-5] 1-55 [1-5], 1-54, [i-xiv],
[1-5], 1-24

[3-4], [1]-11,[1],
1-18,[5]-48 [1-5], 1-76

D [3-10], [1]-44 45-82 83-118 [1]-34 35-62 63-[118], [1-14], [1-10]

Table 2. Pages in each part of the different editions of Knorr's 'Vergnügen' (G1 = 1st German edition; G2 = 2nd German edition; G3 = 3rd
German edition; F = French edition; D = Dutch edition).
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Theil, zweyte vermehrte und verbesserte Auflage her-
ausgegeben von Georg Wolfgang Knorrs seel. Erben
in Nürnberg. | 1784. | | blank [monogramme] Natur-
forschende Gesellschaft in Zurich. | | [125] Knorrs
Vergnügen der Augen und des Gemüths. | Zweyter
Theil. | TAB. I. Fig. I. | [text] | | 126-240 [text, species
descriptions] | Ende des zweyten Theils. | | 1 |
Knorr's Vergnügen der Augen und des Gemüths. |

Zweyter Theil. | [text] | | 2-21 [text, description of
species on plates] | | 22 | Knorr's Vergnügen der
Augen und des Gemüths. | Dritter Theil. | [text] | |
23-40 [text, description of species on plates] | | Title
plate | | blank | | [Plates] I* - XXX*.
Note: There is an overlap of page numbers in the 1st
and 2nd part (pages 126-132) with a different text.
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Fig. 1. Title page of Part 1 of the third German edition.
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Part III — Title page: Vergnügen der Augen und des
Gemüths in Vorstellung einer allgemeinen Sammlung
von Conchylien, welche im Meere, im süßen Wasser
und auf dem Lande gefunden werden. | Dritter Theil,
zweyte vermehrte und verbesserte Auflage herausge-
geben von Georg Wolfgang Knorrs seel. Erben in
Nürnberg. | 1785. | | blank [monogramme] Naturfor-
schende Gesellschaft in Zurich. | | [243] Knorrs Ver-

gnügen der Augen und des Gemüths. | Dritter Theil.
| TAB. I. Fig. I. | [text] | | 244-250 [text] | | 243 [in-
correct, should be 251] | [text] | Ende des dritten
Theils. | | blank | | Title plate | | blank | | [Plates] P.
III I** - XXX**.

Part IV — Title page: Vergnügen der Augen und des
Gemüths in Vorstellung einer allgemeinen Sammlung
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Dijkstra, H.H. – Third German edition of Knorr's ‘Vergnügen der Augen’

Fig. 2. Plate 27 of Part 6 of the third German edition.
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von Conchylien, welche im Meere, im süßen Wasser
und auf dem Lande gefunden werden. | Vierter Theil
| zweyte vermehrte und verbesserte Auflage heraus-
gegeben von Georg Wolfgang Knorrs seel. Erben in
Nürnberg. | 1789. | | An die Leser. | Da der Verfasser
dieses vierten Theils nicht derjenige ist, der den zwey-
ten und Dritten Theil ausgearbeitet hat, so merket der-
selbe an, daß er zwar allenthalben auf die Erläuterung
des Linnäischen Natursystems der Conchylien Rück-
sicht genommen, sich aber sorgfältig gehütet hat, kei-
ner gelieferten Abbildung einen Linnäischen Namen
zu geben, der ihr nicht gehöret. Sein zweites Ziel war,
jeder Abbildung richtige Namen und eine deutliche
vollständige Beschreibung zu geben. | [monogramme]
Naturforschende Gesellschaft in Zurich. | | 355 |
Knorrs Vergnügen der Augen und des Gemüths. |
Vierter Theil. | TAB. I. | [text] | | 356-476 | [text] |
Ende des vierten Theils. | | Title plate | | blank | |
[Plates] P. IV. I*** - XXX***.
Note: Some anomalies are in this part, i.e. page 374 has
the printed number on it of 574, and page 377 of 773.

Part V — Title page: Vergnügen der Augen und des
Gemüths, in Vorstellung einer allgemeinen Sammlung
von Conchylien, welche im Meere, im süßen Wasser
und auf dem Lande gefunden werden. | Fünfter Theil,
zweyte vermehrte und verbesserte Auflage, herausge-
geben von Georg Wolfgang Knorrs seel. Erben in
Nürnberg. | 1790. | | An die Leser. | Wenn der Ausar-
beitung des fünften Theils dieses Werks fiel mir die
holländische Uebersetzung des IV. V. und VI Theils
diese Werks in die Hände. Diese Proberung war mir
vorzüglich darum schäßbar, weil ich über mancher
Abbildung einen holländischen Namen fand, wo mir
andere Schriftsteller keinen gaben. Diese und andre
gebrauchte Namen des gelehrten herrn Houttuyn
habe ich mit seinem abgekürzten Namen (Houtt.) be-
zeichnet, damit die Leser wissen sollen, auf wessen
Autorität sich dergleichen Benennungen gründen.
Eben dies habe ich den dem ersten und vierten Theile
bereits in Rücksicht auf französische, von herrn Meu-
schen in dem Museo Geversiano gebrauchten Benen-
nungen gethan, welche jedesmal mit Meusch.
bezeichnet sind. | Der Verfasser. | [monogramme]
Naturforschende Gesellschaft in Zurich. | | [479]
Knorrs Vergnügen der Augen und des Gemüths. |
Fünfter Theil. | TAB. I. Fig. I. | [text] | | 480-540 [page
number 541 is herein 547], 547-577 [page number 578
is herein 576], 579-587 [page number 588 is herein
598], 589-602 | Ende des fünften Theils. | | Title plate
| | blank | | [Plates] P. V. I **** - XXX****.
Note: In this part are also two anomalies of incorrect
page numbers, i.e. page number 576 must be page
number 578, and page number 598 must be page num-
ber 588.

Part VI — Title page: Vergnügen der Augen und des
Gemüths, in Vorstellung einer allgemeinen Sammlung
von Conchylien, welche im Meere, im süßen Wasser
und auf dem Lande gefunden werden. | Sechster
Theil, zweyte vermehrte und verbesserte Auflage, her-
ausgegeben von Georg Wolfgang Knorrs seel. Erben
in Nürnberg. | 1792. | | blanco [monogramme Natur-
forschende Gesellschaft in Zurich.] | | 603 | Knorrs
Vergnügen der Augen und des Gemüths. | Sechster
Theil. | TAB. I. Fig. I. | [text] | | 604-790 [text] | Ende
des sechsten Theils. | | [1] Dreifaches Register über
den neuen Text von Herrn Georg Wolfgang Knorr
Vergnügen der Augen und des Gemüths. | | [2] An-
merkungen [text] | | 3 Das erste Register über die Lin-
näischen Geschlechte und Arten der zwölften Ausgabe
die in den sechs Theilen des Vergnügen der Augen
und des Gemüths abgebildet sind. | [text] | | 4-11
[text] | | 12 Das zweyte Register über die 13te Aus-
gabe des Linnäischen Natursystems *), nach der Ord-
nung der Kupfertafeln. | [text] | | 13-28 | [text] | Das
dritte Register über die deutschen, lateinischen, fran-
zösischen und holländischen Namen, der in diesem
Werke abgebildet und beschriebenen Conchylien. |
[text] | | 29-96 [text] | | 97 | Druckfehler und Verbes-
serungen. | [text] | | 98-100 [text] | Nürnberg, ge-
druckt mit Bielingschen Schriften. | | Title plate | |
blank | | [Plates] P. VI. I***** - XL*****.

Discussion

The first printing (1776-1784) of the second German
edition is in fact an incomplete set. The first part, pub-
lished in 1776, was revised and enlarged by Philip
Ludwig Statius Müller (1725-1776) in Erlangen (Dijk-
stra, 2010: 46) and the second part, published in 1784,
was revised and enlarged by Friedrich Christian
Meuschen (1719-1811) in The Hague. The remaining
parts 4-6 are copies of the first edition (1772-1775). The
frontispieces (title plates) of all parts are also those of
the first edition and all the 190 plates are copies of
those in the Dutch edition (Dijkstra, 2010, 2016).

The second printing (1784-1792) of the second edi-
tion [herein the third edition] is a complete set of all
the revised and enlarged parts. The frontispieces in
this edition are also copies of those in the first edition
and all the plates are identical to those of the Dutch
edition. Knorr's heirs did not mention the name of the
reviser in the introduction, nor did the reviser state his
name in the enlarged text. Special attention in the en-
larged work was given by the reviser to the Latin bi-
nominal names used in the 12th and 13th edition of
Linnaeus' Systema Naturae. Johann Samuel Schröter
(1735-1808) published at the same time a voluminous
work (1783-1786) on molluscs based on the same edi-
tions of Linnaeus. Possibly he was asked by the heirs
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of Knorr to revise this edition once again. Meyer
(1794) reported that this edition was published in
Nürnberg and in Jena. However, the present studied
copies were all published in Nürnberg.

Conclusions

1. There are five editions of Knorr's 'Vergnügen der
Augen', i.e.
— first German edition (1757-1773), edited and pub-
lished by Georg Wolfgang Knorr (1705-1761) in
Nürnberg.
— second German edition (1776-1784), first part
(1776) revised and enlarged by Philip Statius Müller
(1725-1776), second and third parts (1784-1785) re-
vised and enlarged by Friedrich Christian Meuschen
(1719-1811), complemented by the remaining parts
four to six of the first edition, and published by
Knorr's heirs in Nürnberg.
— third German edition (1785-1792), all six parts re-
vised and considerably enlarged by an [yet] unknown
reviser, probably Johann Samuel Schröter (1735-1808),
published by Knorr's heirs in Nürnberg, and proba-
bly also in Jena [not traced].
— French edition (1760-1773), edited and published
by the heirs of Georg Wolfgang Knorr in Nürnberg.
— Dutch edition (1770-1775), edited and revised by
Martinus Houttuyn (1720-1798) and published by the
heirs of Frans Houttuyn (1745-1765) in Amsterdam.

2. Only the third German edition is binominal to any
great extent. For each figured and described speci-
men the reviser referred to the 12th and 13th editions
of Linnaeus' 'Systema Naturae'.

3. Until now only one copy of the second edition is
known (Dijkstra, 2016), and two complete sets of the
third German edition, housed in the Zentralbiblio-
thek in Zürich and the Australian Museum Research
Library in Sydney. Copies of the other editions are
more common and widespread in libraries. Except for
the second German edition, copies of all the other
editions are now on the internet, i.e.:
www.archive.org — Dutch edition of Knorr's
'Vergnügen'.
www.animalbase.org — First German edition of
Knorr's 'Vergnügen'.
www.biodiversitylibrary.org — First German edition
of Knorr's 'Vergnügen', also Dutch edition and French
edition (in part).
http://dx.doi.org/10.3931/e-rara-50322 — Third Ger-
man edition of Knorr's 'Vergnügen' (Zentralbibliothek
Zürich).
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