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Abstract: Study of a pair of Lamproptera curius libelluloides Fruhstorfer from the island af^KÆlS^and of the holotype 

of Leptocircus meges var. squamosus Van Eecke, 1913, led to the conclusion that stfuam&sus is omy^an/^yen^ dark 

form of Lamproptera curius libelluloides. u 
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Introduction 

This paper discusses the Lamproptera species 

occurring on the island of Simuelue (formerly 

Simaloer), Indonesia, because the names given 

to the form from this island are rather confus¬ 

ing. This study is based on the holotype of 

Leptocircus meges var. squamosus Van Eecke 

and some new material in the collection of the 

late J. H. E. Wittpen in the Institute of Taxo¬ 

nomic Zoology (Zoological Museum), Am¬ 

sterdam. I come to the conclusion that the var. 

squamosus is a form of Lamproptera curius 

libelluloides Fruhstorfer. 

Lamproptera curius libelluloides f. 

squamosus 

Leptocircus meges var. squamosus Van Eecke, 1913: 13 

Leptocircus squamosus; Van Eecke, 1914: xii 

Lamproptera curius squamosus; Bryk, 1929: 6 (catalogued 

with reference to Van Eecke, 1914, only) 

Lamproptera meges var. squamosus; Bryk, 1930: 580 (ca¬ 

talogued with reference to Van Eecke, 1913, only) 

Lamproptera meges squamosus; Haugum, 1979: 155 

Lamproptera meges squamosus; Tsukada & Nishiyama, 

1982: 434 

Lamproptera curius squamosus; Bridges, 1988, i: 283 (ca¬ 

talogued with reference to Bryk, 1929, only) 

Since the description of Leptocircus (now 

Lamproptera) meges var. squamosus Van 

Eecke in 1913, the holotype remained the only 

specimen of that genus known from Pulau 

Babi, (a little known island that lies approxi¬ 

mately one third of the distance from Simuelue 

Is. to Nias Is.; fig. 2), until I found a pair of 

Lamproptera curius libelluloides Fruhstorfer, 

1896, bearing labels: “Simaloer Coll. P. J. v. d. 

Berg Lzn.” in the Wittpen collection, which 

was acquired recently by the Zoological Mu¬ 

seum, Amsterdam. 

The holotype of var. squamosus, kept in the 

collection of the National Museum of Natural 

History at Leiden, is a female collected by E. 

Jacobson. 

Fig. 1. Holotype of Lamproptera curius libelluloides f. 

squamosus Van Eecke, 1913 stat. nov. Note that on the 

forewing the dark-brown parts distal of the median band 

are more extended, at the expense of the transparent area, 

than in typical libelluloides (Scale line 1 cm). 
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Fig. 2. Location of the islands along the northwest coast 

of Sumatra. 

My first impression that the specimen be¬ 

longs to Lamproptera curius Fabricius (fig. 1) 

was confirmed by a label attached to it, reading 

“Museum Leiden 2 Leptocircus curius Fabr. 

var squamosus Det.: R. v. Eecke.” 

In spite of this, Van Eecke described squa¬ 

mosus as a variety of Lamproptera meges 

Zinken-Sommer; although he listed the differ¬ 

ences between curius and meges, squamosus 

was described without reference to characters 

of these species (table 1). 

For all characters but the absence of andro- 

conial smell hairs, listed in table 1, squamosus 

matches with Lamproptera curius. In particu¬ 

lar, its subspecies libelluloides Fruhstorfer 

shares with squamosus besides the white me¬ 

dian band on the hindwing upperside also two 

light lines in the anal angle (Fruhstorfer, 1899: 

179). Since libelluloides occurs on Nias (type 

locality) and on Simeulue, the conclusion is 

obvious that squamosus is only a form of libel¬ 

luloides. 

Although Lamproptera meges occurs on Nias 

(ssp. niasicus Fruhstorfer, 1909), there is, as far 

as I know, still no specimen of this species 

known from Simuelue or Pulau Babi. Earlier 

references to meges on Simalue concerned the 

unique specimen of squamosus. Table 2 lists 

the species of the genus with the distribution of 

the subspecies. The collections of the Zoolog¬ 

ical Museum, Amsterdam, and the National 

Museum of Natural History, Leiden, and my 

own collection enabled me to study material of 

most of the subspecies. 
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Table 1. Comparison of diagnostic characters of Lamproptera curius and meges. For differences in male genitalia see 

Van Eecke, 1913: 195 and Tsukada & Nishiyama, 1982: 433. For meges see also Miller, 1987: 445. 

curius meges 

Median band on forewing white Median band on forewing light greenish 

Distal along the white band is a transparent area 

Males have white androconial smell-hairs in the anal fold 

Claws bifurcate 

Abdomen dorsal dark brown; laterally with 3 (2) 

rows of brown dots in ligth background 

No transparent area along the greenish band 

No androconial smell-hairs in the anal fold 

Claws simple, not bifurcate 

Abdomen dorsal dark brown; lateral 1-2 (3) brown lines (in 

specimens from Celebes the light parts often also dark) 
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Table 2. Survey of the species and subspecies of the genus Lamproptera and their distribution. Literature sources are 

indicated as follows: 

1 - Fruhstorfer, 1909a; 2 - Fruhstorfer, 1909b; 3 - Jordan, 1909; 4 Van Eecke, 1913; 5 Bryk, 1929; 6 Bryk, 1930; 

7 Roepke, 1935; 8 - Talbot, 1939; 9 - Fleming, 1975; 10 Pinratana, 1977; 11 Hill a.o., 1978; 12 - Haugum, 1979; 

13 Igarashi, 1979; 14 Johnston, 1980; 15 Tsukada & Nishiyama, 1982; 16 d’Abrera, 1982; 17 Treadaway, 1989; 

18 Yun-Shing, 1980. 

Text references [. . .]; references to photographs and figures (. . .) are given after the area of origin of the relevant material. 

Lamproptera eurius (Fabricius, 1787) 

(type species of the genus) 

c. eurius (Fabricius, 1787) = tutationis (Fruhstorfer, 

1909a, b) [I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17]: 

Assam (13), Burma (Tenasserim), Thailand (Siam) (10), 

Malay Peninsula (9), Sumatra (4), Borneo (13, 15), Pala¬ 

wan (15), Java (7), Indochina?, N. E. China, Leyte (Phi¬ 

lippines) ( 13)1. 

c. Iibelluloides (Fruhstrofer, 1896) [1,3, 4, 5, 6, 12, 13, 15, 

16]: Nias (3, 4, 15), Simeulue. 

c. Iibelluloides f. squamosus (Van Eecke, 1913) [4, 5, 6, 12, 

15] : Pulau Babi (4). 

c. walked (Moore, 1902) [1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 

16] : S. E. China, Hongkong(3, 13, 14), Hainan(13), North 

Vietnam. 

c. magistralis (Fruhstorfer, 1909a, b) [1, 2, 5, 12, 15]: 

Yunnan (Mongtse & Manhao) (18). 

Lamproptera meges (Zinken-Sommer, 1831) 

m. indistineta (Tytler, 1918) [4, 5, 6, 8, 12, 13 as virescens]: 

Assam (13), (North?) Burma. 

m. amplifascia Tytler, 1939: Burma: Putao, Hthawgaw, 

Sadon 

m. virescens (Butler, 1870) [1,3,4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 15, 

16]: Burma (13), Thailand (10), Malay Peninsula (9, 15), 

Hainan, S. China. 

m. pallidus (Fruhstorfer, 1909a, b) = annamiticus (Fruh¬ 

storfer, 1909a)2 [1, 2, 5, 8, 12, 15]: Tonkin (= North Viet¬ 

nam), South Annam (= South Vietnam). 

m. meges (Zinken-Sommer, 1831 )[ 1, 3,4, 5,6, 7, 8, 12, 13, 

15, 16]: Sumatra (15), Banka, Biliton, Borneo (13, 15), 

Java (7, 13), ? Banggi [16], 

M. niasicus (Fruhstorfer, 1909a, b) = niasicus Jordan, 

19093 [1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 12, 13, 15, 16]: Nias. 

m. ennius(C. & R. Felder, 1865) = curtius (Wallace, 1865) 

[1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 12, 13, 15, 16]: N„ C, E. Celebes (13, 15, 

16). 

m. akirai Tsukada & Nishiyama, 1979 [1 as ennius, 15, 16]: 

S. Celebes (Bantimurung) (15). 

m. pessimus (Fruhstorfer, 1909b) =pessinus (Fruhstorfer, 

1909a)4 [1, 2, 5, 15, 17]: Palawan, Balabac (1), Domaran. 

m. decius(C. & R. Felder, 1862) = wilsonii(Reakirt, 1864) 

[1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 12, 13, 15, 16 (including Palawan), 17]: 

Philippines (excl. Palawan, Balabac and Domaran) (13, 

15). 

1 The records from China and the Philippines are dubious and are probably based on mislabelled specimens. 

2 Fruhstorfer (1909a) described the new subspecies m. pallidus from Tonkin and m. annamiticus from Annam. Two 

weeks later (1909b) he published again m. pallidus as a new subspecies from Tonkin and Annam, but omitted m. 

annamiticus in this paper. Later authors followed Bryk (1929) in writing anamiticus. 

3 Fruhstorfers description of m. niasicus was published on August 1st, 1909 (1909a), but Jordan independently described 

the same taxon under the same name on August 28th, 1909. All later authors incorrectly mention Jordan as the author 

of niasicus. 

4 Later authors use the spelling pessimus, following Bryk, 1929. I consider this a justified emendation of a manifestly 

incorrect original spelling. 
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