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Abstract: A new genus, Micropholcus, has been established for Pholcus fauroti Simon, 1887. New junior syno¬ 
nyms are P. infirmas Thorell, 1895, P. sene galensis Millot, 1940, and P. chavanei Millot, 1946. Both sexes are 
redescribed. The species is synanthropic and has a cosmotropical distribution. 
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Introduction 

We have recently obtained numerous speci¬ 
mens of Pholcus fauroti Simon which have 
enabled us to redescribe the species, and to 
establish three new synonyms. This species 
shows some disparities with the type spe¬ 
cies, Pholcus phalangioides Fuesslin, and a 
large number of other species of the same 
genus. The most important of these differ¬ 
ences are the globose abdomen, the unusual 
configuration of the male paracymbium 
with its hinged distal segment and the ab¬ 
sence of external sclerotizations in the epi- 
gyne. We consider these differences to be 
of sufficient importance to separate P. fau¬ 
roti from other Pholcus species and create a 
new genus for it. At present, no other spe¬ 
cies are known which share this set of char¬ 
acters. Dr. R. Jocqué of the Royal Museum 
of Middle Africa, Tervuren, Belgium, kind¬ 
ly put the unidentified African pholcids of 
the Museum at our disposal; this material 
consists of an astonishingly rich variety of 
mostly undescribed species and genera; 
none, however, seems to be close to P. fau¬ 
roti. 

Micropholcus nov. gen. 

Type species: Pholcus fauroti Simon. 

Diagnosis: See species diagnosis. 

Relationships: The form of the carapace, 
eye arrangement, chelicerae and bulb ap¬ 
pendages suggest affinity with Pholcus. 
There is also a probably distant relationship 
to undescribed forms from southern Africa, 
Madagascar and the Comore Archipelago. 

Micropholcus fauroti (Simon, 1887) 
(figs. 1-9) 

Pholcus fauroti Simon, 1887: 453 (<? and 9, Obock 
[Gulf of Aden]) (types seen). 
? Pholcus infirmas Thorell, 1895: 72 (9, Rangoon) 
(type probably lost), nov. syn. 
Pholcus unicolor Petrunkevitch, 1929: 147, figs. 139- 
143, (â and 9, Puerto Rico); Gertsch, 1937: 1 (Texas, 
New Mexico) (type not seen). 
Pholcus senegalensis Millot, 1940: 14, fig. 5 bis (9 Da¬ 
kar, Sénégal) (type probably lost), nov. syn. 
Pholcus chavanei Millot, 1946: 131, fig. 2a,b (<3, An- 
kararana, Madagascar, in a house) (not seen), nov. 
syn. 
Pholcus fauroti: Roth, 1985: B33-1 (southern U.S.A.). 

Synonymy 

The excellent figures of chavanei and sene¬ 
galensis by Millot leave no doubt about the 
identity of the species. 
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Figs. 1-7. Micropholcus fauroti (Simon). 1, lateral view of male carapace and abdomen; 2, lateral view of female 
carapace and abdomen; 3, male carapace; 4, male chelicerae; 5, epigyne; 6, vulva, lateral view; 7, vulva, ventral 
view. (Scale: figs. 1-3 = 1 mm; fig. 4 = 0.1 mm; figs. 5-7 - 0.5 mm). 

The type of Pholcus infirmus could be 
found neither in the British Museum (Natu¬ 
ral History), London nor in the Museo civi- 
co di Storia Naturale in Genoa and the Nat¬ 
ural History Museum in Stockholm. 
According to its description, it probably is 
another synonym of M. fauroti: the combi¬ 
nation of small size, eight eyes, globose ab¬ 
domen and unsclerotized, protruding epi¬ 
gyne does not apply to any other pholcid 
genus from Asia and makes the synonymy 
with Pholcus fauroti likely. 

New material 

Cape Verde Islands: Fogo, Säo Filipe, 2 9 , in building, 
12-17.ix. 1984, leg. A van Harten; San Tiago, Säo 
Jorge, 21 (3, 37 9,26 juv. from numerous samples, in 
buildings, vii. 1982-v. 1985, adults at ail seasons, leg. A. 
van Harten and J. D. Prinsen; San Tiago, Jaracunda, 1 
9 in a house, 23.ii. 1984, leg. J. D. Prinsen; Santo 
Antäo, Ribeira Grande, 1 9, in building, 16.i. 1985, 
leg. A. van Harten. 
Kenya: Hola, 1 <?, first half 1977, leg. C. Kooiman. 
Indonesia: East Java, Malang, 1 <3, in a bathroom, 
18.vii. 1982, leg. C. L. Deeleman; Kalimantan, Balik¬ 
papan, 1 <3, in a bathroom, 22.vii. 1982, leg. C. L. 
Deeleman. 



Ent. Ber., Amst. 47 (1987) 75 

The material is in the collections of the au¬ 
thors, with the exception of one male and 
one female in the Rijksmuseum van Na¬ 
tuurlijke Historie, Leiden, one male and 
one female in Musée Royal de l’Afrique 
Central, Tervuren and one male and one fe¬ 
male in the Instituto Nacional de Investiga- 
çao Agraria, Säo Jorge dos Orgaos, San 
Tiago, Rep. Cape Verde. 

Diagnosis 

Carapace and eye arrangement (fig. 3) as in 
Pholcus, but head less distinctly set off from 
thorax. Abdomen (figs. 1, 2) globose, less 
than twice the length of the carapace. Male 
chelicerae (fig. 4) with three pairs of apo¬ 
physes in addition to the normal mediodis- 
tal tooth. Paracymbium with a hinged distal 
segment not bearing setae (fig. 9). Embolus 
slightly sclerotized, conductor with two 
branches straddling the embolus, one 
branch little developed (fig. 8). Epigyne 
(figs. 2, 5) protruding, with chitinized knob, 
but no other sclerotizations. Vulva (figs. 6, 
7) with a large atrium. 

Redescription (Cape Verde I si) 

Male 
Carapace 0.90-1.05 mm long, 0.85-1.05 mm 
wide, abdomen 1.5-2 times carapace length 
(5 males). 
Leg measurements: see table 1. 

The position of the dorsal trichobothrium 
is 0.09 for metatarsus I, 0.10 for metatarsus 
II, 0.09 for metatarsus III and 0.08 for 
metatarsus IV. In other males no tricho- 
bothria are apparent (lost ?). 

The whole spider pale yellow, though the 
carapace may have an indistinct pattern. 

Head barely higher than thorax and sepa¬ 
rated from it by an indistinct Y-shaped 
groove (fig. 3). Diameter of anterior medi¬ 
an eyes about one half of anterior lateral 
eyes. Chelicerae with a pair of proximo- 
frontal teeth, a pair of lateral, low, rounded 
protrusions and disto-mesally a pair of 
strong obtuse teeth. 

Palp: trochanter with strong spur, femur 
slightly longer than wide, with small lateral 
apophysis; paracymbium (= “procursus”) 
(fig. 9) simple, straight, bearing 5-7 setae, 
ending apically in a fringed membrane, pro¬ 
vided subapically with a hinged, lanceolate 
sclerite without setae. Embolus (fig. 8) cy¬ 
lindrical, sclerotized, fringed apically; con¬ 
ductor branched at base, the internal 
branch (“appendix”) reduced; external 
branch (“uncus”) divided into three un¬ 
equal tines. 

Female 
Carapace 0.75-0.85 mm long, 0.70-0.90 mm 
wide, abdomen 1.5-2.0 times carapace 
length (8 females). 
Leg measurements: see table 2. 

The position of the metatarsal trichoboth¬ 
rium varies from 0.04 to 0.10 (6 spécimens). 

Colour, carapace, and eyes as in the 
male, though the abdomen may be grey 
with paler blotches. Chelicerae without pro¬ 
trusions. Palpal tarsus with 4 apical claws, 
no hyaline cone. 

Epigyne protruding, outer teguments 
membranous except for a central chitinous 
knob, teguments transversely wrinkled. 
Dorsal to the reverse V-shaped “Ver¬ 
schluß” (cf. Wiehle 1967) lies a large atrium 
which is lined anteriorly with a large saddle- 
shaped sclerite and posteriorly with a pair 
of oval plates (fig. 6,7). 

Table 1. Leg measurements of male in mm (Säo Jorge, 7.vii. ,1982). 

femur patella tibia metatarsus tarsus total 

I 6.00 0.40 6.00 10.55 0.95 23.90 
II 4.15 0.35 3.85 . 6.60 0.80 15.75 
III 3.35 0.35 2.50 4.30 0.35 10.85 
IV 4.55 0.40 3.60 5.80 0.70 15.05 
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Figs. 8-9. Micropholcus fauroti (Simon), left palp of male. 8, prolateral view; 9, retrolateral view. (Scale 1 mm; 
e = embolus). 

Variability 

There is considerable variation in leg 
length. Cape Verde: males, max. length leg 
I 26.05 mm, min. 22.45 mm; females: max. 
length leg I 23.35 mm, min. 15.90 mm. The 
male from Java has leg I 31.25 mm long; in 
the male from Balikpapan, legs I are miss¬ 
ing. The carapace length and width of the 
Indonesian specimens fall within the limits 
given under the species description. The 
male palp of the Indonesian and Kenyan 
specimens agrees very well with that of the 
males from Cape Verde. Millot (1946) indi¬ 
cates only two pairs of projections on the 
male chelicerae in P. chavanei. He may 
have overlooked the lateral protrusions, 
which are small. 

Biology 

All available collecting data point to human 

habitations. Van Harten (Cape Verde, per¬ 
sonal communication) has never seen the 
species outdoors. He collected adult speci¬ 
mens in all seasons. Kooiman (personal 
communication) remembers seeing the spe¬ 
cies in Kenya both indoors and under the 
veranda roof. 

Distribution 

Cosmotropical. According to Roewer 
(1942) the species has been recorded from 
Egypt, Ethiopia (“Abessinien”), the Arabi¬ 
an Peninsula, Vietnam (“Indochine”) and 
Venezuela. Gertsch (1937) records P. uni¬ 
color from Mexico and Texas. Roth (1985) 
cites it from Texas to Florida and thinks it 
has been introduced. To this distribution 
can now be added Cape Verde Islands, Se¬ 
negal, Kenya, Madagascar, Puerto Rico, 
Burma (?) and Indonesia. 

Table 2. Leg measurements of female in mm (Säo Jorge, 15.v. 1983). 

femur patella tibia metatarsus tarsus total 

I 5.10 0.40 4.80 8.60 0.85 18.95 
II 3.70 0.40 3.30 5.30 0.55 13.25 
III 3.00 0.35 2.40 4.10 0.50 10.35 
IV 4.20 0.35 3.40 5.10 0.55 13.60 
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