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The larva of Sigara hellensi (C. Sahlb.) (Hem. Corixidae) 

by 

N. NIESER 

Larvae of Sigara hellensi (C. Sahlb.) were collected at Ellecom (Netherlands), 

23.VII.1968, in a locality discovered by Mr. J. v. d. Molen and Mr. B. Drost, 

Arnhem, on 2.V.1965. Thanks are due to Mr. B. Drost for showing the locality 

to the author. The population of S. hellensi is confined here to a short stretch 

(about 30 m) of a very slowly streaming rivulet. There is no aquatic vegetation, 

the bottom consists of a thick layer of soft brown mud, the depth of free water 

was about 15 cm. Adults were scarce but great numbers of larvae were seen. Of 

these, 20 have been collected. The description is based on 10 specimens, 9 of 

which have been deposited in the Zoölogisch Museum at Utrecht. 

Description of larva. Length of body without head and pronomm 

3.3O - 3.50 - 3.65 mm. Dorsal abdominal pattern distinct (Fig. 1), dorsal abdominal 

glands brownish-blackish, clearly outlined through the integument. Long hairs on 

mesonotum reaching neither front nor hind margin, broad median posterior band 

of scale-like hairs. Disc of metanotum and abdomen without hairs. Claw of middle 

leg distinctly longer than tarsus (mean length of tarsus 0.75, of claw 0.90 mm). 

Hind femur dorsally (Fig. 2) with 5—6 spines placed in one row, ventrally (Fig. 

3) with 16—22 spines. Hind tibia (Fig. 4), dorsally with 7—9, laterally with 15— 

19 spines. Metaxiphus small, shorter than wide. 

With the keys to the larvae by Cobben & Möller Pillot, i960, and by 

Nieser, 1968, this species runs to the group of Sigara striata (L.), S. distincta 

(Fieb.), S. fallen! (Fieb.), S. fossarum (Leach) and S. scotti (Dgl. & Sc.), all of 
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Fig. 1-4, Sigara hellensi, 5th instar larva. 1. right half of pterothorax and abdomen; 2. hind 

femur, dorsal view; 3. hind femur, ventral view; 4. hind tibia, dorsal view. 

which have a different abdominal pattern. Moreover, S. striata, S. distincta and 

S. fallem 5th instar larvae are distinctly longer, whereas larvae of S, fossamm and 

S. scotti have less spines on the ventral side of the hind femur. 
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