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Three recent cases of melanism In the Black-headed
Gull, Larus ridibandas (L.)

by

A. L. J. VAN IJZENDOORN

(Met een nederlandse samenvatting: Drie melanistische kokmeeuwen)

On 29 January 1944 I was bicycling along the coast of the IJssel~
meer (the former Zu:derzee) some 4 kilometers S. of Hoarn,
Holland, near the village of Scharwoude, when my attention was
drawn to a peculiar bird, with a color~arrangement never seen by
me before.
The bird was walking in a wet, low~lying meadow and it did not
have any companions.
I could approach the bird to about a 10 meters' distance and soon
found out that it could only be a me1anistically colored B1ack~

headed Gull (Larus ridibundus (L.)).
I could study the details of its plumage for over a quarter of an
hour with the aid of 8~times magnifying binoculars.
The gull was on the whole very dark brown and some parts of the
plumage were even close to black. The underparts showed an
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