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A short biography of D.E. KIMMINS, odonate curator of the British
Museum (Nat. Hist.), is followed by a list of his odonatological publications
(1929-1974).

DOUGLAS ERIC KIMMINS was
born on August 4th, 1905. For the
whole of his professional career he was
connected with the British Museum
(Natural History), where he was a
part-time unofficial worker” from
1925 until 1948. He then became a
fully established member of the Mu-
seum Staff, retiring in 1970. After this
he was re-employed in a temporary
capacity for a further two years, sub-
editing the Museum Bulletins.

He was primarily concerned with
that heterogeneous group of orders
embraced by the Linnaean name
"Neuroptera”, and affectionately

known to many entomologists as the Kimminsoidea”. Although his contribu-
tions to Odonatology alone were sufficient to assure him an honourable place in
the history of Entomology, he worked as fully on the other orders, was the
author of Handbooks on the Ephemeroptera and on the Plecoptera published by
the Royal Entomological Society of London, and wrote extensively on the

Neuroptera and Trichoptera.
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With the late Dr W.E. CHINA, he was responsible for evacuating the Mu-
seum’s Entomological collections prior to the outbreak of the 1939-45 War to
the Headquarters of the Freshwater Biological Association at Wray Castle, where
he continued to work on them for some time. He helped to teach in some of the
Field Courses held there, and many a student owes him a debt of gratitude. He
was a great walker, and his former colleagues at Wray Castle remember with
pleasure walking and collecting with him round the Lake District. He was later
released to join the R.A.F., where he did valuable work in the interpretation of
aerial photographs. In due course, back in civilian life, he supervised the return
of the collections from Wray Castle to South Kensington.

Another valuable service he did to the Museum was to arrange for the
purchase of the McLachlan Collection, when he heard from the late Colonel F.C.
FRASER that this collection was about to be put on the market by the
executors of McLachlan’s nephew. As McLachlan was an intimate friend of de
Selys, and they freely shared and exchanged their material, most of the speci-
mens described in the latter’s classic monographs which are not to be found in
the Brussels Museum are in the McLachlan Collection, so now readily available
to those using the British Museum.

He was a meticulous worker, and very skilled both as photographer and
draughtsman. Many papers by other workers, especially in the pre-war part of his
career, were beautified-by figures from his pen. He was also very much at home

Fig. 2. Mr. D.E. Kimmins with his guests in the British Museum (Nat. Hist.) collections;
August 18, 1968. From left to right: D.E. Kimmins, Miss C. Longfield, Dr. B.E. Mont-
gomery and Dr. S. Asahina (seated).
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among the intricacies of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature, and

was

always willing to guide younger workers in their application.

We wish him and his wife every happiness in their retirement.
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ODONATOLOGICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF D.E. KIMMINS (1929-1974)
(Book Reviews and Obituary Notices excepted)

. Coryphaeschna longfieldae sp.n. (Odonata) from Brazil and its allies. Ann. Mag. nat.
Hist. (10) 3: 489-493.

Ischnura cardinalis sp.n. (fam. Agrionidae): an addition to the fauna of the Society
Islands. Entomologist 62: 224-225.

Description of the male Coryphagrion grandis Morton, Odonata. Ann. Mag. nat. Hist.
(10) 7: 215-217.

Phyllogomphus coloratus, a new African dragonfly. Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (10) 7:
217-219.

The form of the penis as a group-character in the genus Umma Kirby (Odonata).
Stylops 2 (6): 140-144.

A new species of Neuraeschna (Odonata). Entomologist 66: 226-228.

Some records of Odonata, Ephemeroptera, Plecoptera, Neuroptera and Trichoptera
in Devonshire. J. ent. Soc. S. Engl. 1 (4): 86-91.

Plecoptera, Ephemeroptera, Odonata and Trichoptera from Inverness-shire. J. ent.
Soc. S. Engl. 1 (4): 91-93.

Odonata from Ahaggar Mountains. Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (10) 13: 173-175.

A note on two species of Teinobasis (Odonata) described by the late Herbert
Campion. Entomologist 67: 107.

(COWLEY, J., FJ. KILLINGTON, — & C. LONGFIELD). The generic names of
British Odonata with a check list of the British species. Annex 2 to 3rd Rpt. Ctee
generic nomencl, R. ent Soc. Lond., pp. 49-52.

A new species of Euphaea (Odonata). Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (10) 17: 147-149.
Odonata, Ephemeroptera and Neuroptera of the New Hebrides and Banks Island.
Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (10) 18: 68-88.

The Odonata of the Oxford University Sarawak Expedition. J. fed. Malay St. Mus.
18: 65-108.

New African species of Elattoneura. Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (11) 1: 294-302.

Notes on the Odonata and Neuroptera of Norfolk Island. Ent. Mo. Mag. 77: 134-136.
The type of Allorhizuche campioni Ris (Odon. Libell.) Entomologist 75: 47.

A new South American dragonfly. Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (11) 10: 156-159.
Leucorrhinia dubia (v.d.L.) in the Lake District. Ent. Mo. Mag. 79: 184.

A new species of Odonata from Fiji. Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (11) 10: 698-700.

A new species of Odonata from Ecuador. Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (11) 12: 187-189.
Random notes on insects in India. Countryside 13 (n.s.): 228-229,

Umma mesostigma (Selys) and U. saphirina Forster. Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (12) 3:
172-176.

The 3rd Danish Expedition to Central Asia, Zoological results, 4, Odonata, Ephe-
meroptera and Neuroptera from Afghanistan. Vidensk. Meddr dansk naturh. Foren.
112: 235-241.

Results of the Armstrong College Expedition to Siwa Qasis (Libyan Desert), 1935
under the leadership of Prof. J. Omer-Cooper. Odonata and Neuroptera. Bull. Soc.
Fouad I. Ent. 34: 151-157. 63
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Two new South American Aeshnidae (Odonata). Ent. News. 62: 43-46.

Miss L.E. Cheesman’s Expedition to New Caledonia 1949, — Orders Odonata,
Ephemeroptera, Neuroptera & Trichoptera. Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (12) 6: 241-257.
Three new species of African Odonata. Entomologist 88: 109-114.

Some notes on nomenclature in the family Libellulidae. Entomologist 90: 95-97.
Odonata collected by Mr. J.D. Bradley on Guadalcanal Island, 1953-54. Bull. Br.
Mus. nat. Hist. Ent. 5 (8): 311-320.

Odonata, Neuroptera and Trichoptera. The Natural History of Rennel Island, British
Salomon Islands 2: 67-70.

Miss L.E. Cheesman’s Expedition to New Hebrides, 1955. Orders Odonata, Neu-
roptera and Trichoptera. Bull. Br. Mus. nat. Hist. Ent. 6 (9): 237-250.

New species and subspecies of Odonata, Bull. Br. Mus. nat. Hist. Ent. 7 (7): 349-358.
Odonata, Trichoptera, Ephemeroptera, Plecoptera and Neuroptera. Br. Mus. (nat.
Hist.}) Ruwenzori Expedition 1952 2 (8): 43-45.

The Odonata and Neuroptera of the Island of Socotra. Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (15) 3:
385-392.

The identity of Pseudagrion angolense Selys, 1876 (Odonata, Coenagriidae). Ann.
Mag. nat. Hist. (13) 5: 331-336.

(- & B.E. MONTGOMERY). Odonata collection of the British Museum. Selysia 2
(2): 1.

A list of the Odonata types described by F.C. Fraser, now in the British Museum
(Natural History). Bull. Br. Mus. nat. Hist. Ent. 18 (6): 173-277.

A list of the type-specimens of Libellulidae and Corduliidae (Odonata) in the British
Museum (Natural History). Bull. Br. Mus. nat. Hist. Ent. 22 (6): 277-305.

A list of the type-specimens of Odonata in the British Museum (Natural History) Part
IL. Bull. Br. Mus. nat. Hist. Ent. 23 (7): 287-314.

A list of the type-specimens of Odonata in the British Museum (Natural History) Part
IIL. Bull. Br. Mus. nat. Hist. Ent. 24 (6): 171-205.



