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To Professor VladimirTeyrovský on his 80th birthday
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VLADIMIR TEYROVSKY was

born in 1898 in Krdlovske Vinogrady,

now a district ofPrague. Already at an

early age his interest in insects was

aroused and stimulated by his father

and his teachers. One of the first who

inspired him was the famous Czech trichopterologist, Prof. Dr. FRANTlSEK

KLAPALEK, then Presidentof the Czech Entomological Society.
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A short biography and appreciation of odonatological work of V. TEY-

ROVSKY are followed by his odonatologicalbibliography (1922-1977). Most

of his dragonfly work is devoted to the faunistics of Czechoslovakia and to

ecology and ethology of the European taxa. A brief review of the development

ofodonatology in Czechoslovakia from 1889 to present is also given.

On March 15, 1978, the well-

-known Czechoslovakian entomologist,

Prof. Dr. Vladimir Teyrovsky, cele-

brated his 80th birthday. To him we

owe much of our knowledge of

faunistics, biology, ecology and

ethology of Czechoslovakian dragon-

flies. On this occasion, and on behalf

ofhis colleagues throughout the world,

this journal wants to express our

appreciationand warm congratulations.
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In 1912 Teyrovskÿ matriculated at the Faculty ofPhilosophy ofCharles Uni-

versity, Prague, where, in October 1920, he graduated in Zoology with a PhD

thesis on faunistics, ecology and ethology ofwater striders.

After a short period as a Demonstrator at Charles University, Teyrovsky was

appointed Assistant in the Institute of Zoology of the Masaryk University in

Brno. Five years later he qualified as Reader in Systematic Zoology. From 1935

he held the position ofAssistant Professor ofZoology until, at the beginningof

World War II, the Czech universities were closed. After the War, Professor

Teyrovsky participated in a naturalhistory research scheme in Silesia. In 1951 he

became Head of the Zoology Department of theRegional Museum ofOlomouc.

Three years later he was appointed a member of the Faculty ofNaturalSciences

of the Pedagogics College (later to become Palacky University) of the same city.

Withgreatenthusiasm Teyrovsky organized the Zoology Departmentand founded

a hydrobiology station in Tovacov, where he worked untilhis retirement in 1958.

The retirement from the office, however, did, by no means, mean a retirement

from the research activities. Until today Professor Teyrovsky remained a most

active scientific collaboratorof the MoravianMuseum in Brno.

These are brief biographic data ofour octogenarian, while even a brief review

ofProfessor Teyrovsky’s scientific opus would fill several pages, and its evalua-

tion would require a specialist in a greatvariety ofzoologicaldisciplines. A ttracted

to hydrobiology already by his secondary school teacher, Dr. KAREL SCHA-

FERNA, Teyrovsky remainedgenerally true to this field, though he is a zoologist

in the broadest sense of the term, the author of various general text books,

zoogeography and ecology papers, and is a successful memoirs writer and bio-

grapher. It goes without saying that the conditions under which he often had to

work, required from him also a great deal of organizational and managerial

qualities.

In the field ofsystematic entomology, most of Teyrovsky's interest, from the

very first years of his career, remained devoted to (mostly aquatic) Heteroptera

and Odonata.

When, in 1922, Dr. Teyrovsky entered the stage of odonatology by publica-

tion of his first dragonfly paper, the Czechoslovakian odonate fauna was but

partly explored, and the available knowledge summarized in the beautiful, but

not readily accessible publications ofAUGUST KREdCl (1889-1892), F. BOHM

and K. CZIZEK (1901-1905). In 1975, however, one could read in Acta ento-

mológica bohemoslovaka (vol. 72, pp. 145-155) that, as far as taxonomy and

related disciplines are concerned, the study of Czechoslovak dragonflies, should

be considered as practically completed. Most of the credit for this situationgoes

to Professor Teyrovsky.

Between the two World Wars there was but little interest in dragonflies

among the Czechoslovak entomologists. The papers on the Moravian fauna by

L. HUDECEK (1930) and J. PUDIL (1935) are among the few exceptions. The
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more noteworthy, therefore, are Teywvsky's six dragonfly publications in this

period. After World War II, the odonatological activities in Czechoslovakia greatly
increased. ADOLF GORTLER (1948), JITRENKA SULOVA (1954), RADOMIR

PERUTIK (1955, 1957), MILAN TRPlS (1957, 1965), ALENA WERNEROVA

(1958), JAN DVORAK (1959, 1966) and Jlkf ZELENV (1960) are among the

more important workers. Some of these were associates ofProfessor Teyrovsky,

others prepared their papers upon his suggestion and encouragement, but most

certainly the majority of them were influenced by Teyrovsky’s dragonfly work.

His close to 30 odonate papers cover such varied fields as local faunistics,

field ecology, behaviour, and morphology of the Czechoslovak taxa. Among

these is also the identification key, that has appeared in the well-known series of

the Identification Keys ofCzechoslovak Fauna, editedby J. KRAT0CHV1L and

published by the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences (1959a). In view of the

inaccessibility of Krejci’s key of 1892, this work and Teyrovsky's checklist of

the Czechoslovak fauna (1977b) have certainly greatly facilitated the work ofall

those interested in the dragonfly fauna of this part of CentralEurope.

There are but few workers publishing on dragonfliesfor more than a half of

a century. In spite of his high age, Professor Teyrovsky still stands in the midst

of odonatological research. While writing this article, he is working on the

effect of DDT on Zygoptera, and we wish that it will be given to him to stay

with us for many more years; we are sure there is much he has still to tell us

about his and our dragonflies . .. !

ODONATOLOGICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PROF. DR. V. TEYROVSKÝ*

(1922-1977)

1922. Sur la perception de la forme chez les larves des Aeschnides. Spisy vydav. pn'r.
Fak. Masaryk Univ. 9: 1-16, (Czech, with l-'r. s.).

1926. Contributions to the knowledge of the fauna of the Moravian and Silesian Odo-

nata, I. Cas.
morav. zemsk. Mas. 24: 130-133. (Czech, with Engl. s.).

1927. New criteria for the specific identification of the female imagines of the genus

Lestes Leach. Cas. csl. Spot ent. 24; 86-90. (Czech, with Engl. s.).

1931. Prehled zijicich radu hmyzich. Pn'roda, Brno 24: 262-267, 342-347.

1932. Agrión puella (L.) und Enallagma cyathigerum (Charp.). Ein ökologisch-zoogeo-

graphischer Essay. Cas. csl. Spot ent. 29: 109-122. (Czech, with Germ. s.).

1933. Beiträge zur Kenntnis der mährischen und schlesischen Odonaten, II. Sb. Kluhu

pn'r. Brne 15: 61-62. (Czech, with Germ. s.).

1949. About the dragon-flies of Rejviz (Moosbruch). Sb. pn'r. Spot Mor. Ostrave 10:

368-395. (Czech, with Engl. s.).

1950a. Pfedbezná zpráva o vÿzkumu vázek na Ostravsku a v oblasti Jeseniku a podhurï v

r. 1950. Sb. pn'r. Spot Mor. Ostrave 11: 777-279.

1950b. Pfedbëznÿ pfchled hlavnich vÿsledku vÿzkumu fauny vàzek a vodnich plostic na

* l or having furnished the below list the authors and the Editors are thankful to Prof.

Teyrovsky.
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Ostravsku a v oblasti Jeseniku v srpnu, v zaff a v fijnu 1950. Sb. pfir. Spol. Mor.

Ostrave 11; 387-389,

1951a. Pfedbézná zpráva o nejvyznacnejsích vysledcích pruzkumu fauny vodmlio hmyzu

(Heteroptera, Odonata) ve Slezsku v cervnu a cervenci 1951. Sb. pfir. Spol. Mor.

Ostrave 12: 419-420.

1951b. Pfedbëzna zpráva o nejvÿznacnjsïch vysledcích pruzkumu fauny vodniho hmyzu v

mesicach srpnu az ffjnu 1951. Sb. pnr. Spol. Mor. Ostrave 12: 565-566.

1954. Vázky Odonata. In: ]. Hrbácek, [ Ed .], Jak a proc sbírat hmyz, pp. 85-88.

Czechoslov. Akad. Vëd, Prague.

1955. Beiträge zur Faunistik und Oekologie der Wasserinsekten (Odonata, Heteroplera,

Megaloptera). Cas. csl. Spol. ent. 52; 205-210. (Czech, with Russ, and Germ. s’s.).

1958a. Zur Sexualethologie der Odonaten. Sb. vys.
Sk. pedagog. Olomouci (Pnr. Vëdy)

5: 195-203. (Czech, with Russ, and Germ. s’s).

1958b. (- & R. PERUTÍK) Further contribution to the knowledge of the odonatofauna

of Rejviz. Sb. pnr. Spol. Mor. Ostrave 19: 272-278. (Czech, with Russ, and Engl.

s’s).

1959a. Rád vázky Odonata. Kite zvifeny CSR 3: 183-193.

1959b. Nëkolik obecnÿch poznámek k faunistickému vÿzkumu Rychlebskÿch hor. Rych-

lebske hory, pp. 242-245.

1963a. Vÿznam zivoïssta bfehovÿch porostu. Sb. Konf. "Hygiene umelych nddrzi a jejich

okolt”, pp. 80-82. Ustav Tvorbu & Ochranu Krajiny Cechoslov. Akad. Vëd,

Prague.

1963b. Odonata. Entomofauna Trebicska, pp. 4-5. Klub pfírodovéd., Morav. Mus., Brno

(Czech, with Germ. s. on p. 9).

1965. Studien der Libellenfauna des Gebietes von Osoblaha. Vortr. ent. Symp. 150-

JahrfeierSchles. Mus. Opava, pp. 259-279. (Czech, with Germ. s.).

1966. Zur Entomofauna der warmen Gewässer. Ent. Nachr. 10 (8): 105-111.

1968. Nëkolik pohledu na moravskoslezské území jako pole zoogeografického vÿzku-

mu. Zpr. vlast. List. Olomouci 141: 21-27.

1970a. Zur Klärung und Begründung einiger Termini der vergleichenden faunistik.

Polskie Pismo ent. 40 (3): 459-469. (With Pol. s.).

1970b. Einiges über die Variabilität des Flügelgeäders in mittel- und westeuropäischen

Populationen von Lestes sponsa (Hansemann) (Odonata). Polskie Pismo ent. 40

(3): 507-511. (With Pol. s.).

1970c. Bemerkungen über das Vorkommen einiger Libellen-Arten (Odonata) südlicher

Provenienz in Mitteleuropa.Polskie Pismo ent. 40 (3): 513-516. (With Pol. s.).

1973. A note on the importance of the primary faunistical research in the ecology of the

country. Sb. Pracipfir. Fak. palack. Univ. Olomouci 47 (IV) (Suppl.): 327-330.

(Czech, with Engl. s.).

1977a. Ethologische Aspekte in der Lokalfaunistik der Odonaten. Verb. VI. Int. Symp.

Entomofaunistik Mitteleuropa (I975J, Junk, The Hague, pp. 43-46. (With Engl.

s.).

1977b. Enumeratio insectorum Bohemoslovakiae. Odonata. Sb. faun. Praci ent. Odd.

ndr. Mus. Praze 1977 (Suppl. 4): 31-33. (German).
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