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OBITUARY

Masamichi Iwasaki

MASAMICHI IWASAKI was born in

Nishinomiya, Hyogo Prefecture, on December

22, 1954, and was the only son ofthe president

of a chemical dealer company, Mr. Jiro

Iwasaki. At a very early age he became

interested in insects, especially in dragonflies,

and became a memberof the Kansai Research

Group of Odonatology in 1969, when he was fourteen years old. He

matriculated at the Faculty of Science of Kyoto University and read ecology
in the Department of Zoology, and has been a memberof the International

Odonatological Society (S.l.O.) since 1973.

"A study ofa Lestes temporalis population, withparticular reference to the

pre-productive migration" was the title of his graduation thesis (1977,

unpublished), prepared jointly with his senior T. UÉDA. In the spring of

1980, Mr. Iwasaki obtained the M.Sc. degree and proceeded to the doctoral

course.

The late Mr. Iwasaki was on the baseball team of his junior high school

and he also loved mountaineering; under the influenceof his biology teacher

he became an enthusiastic dragonfly student. He made many odonatological

trips throughout Japan (e.g. Hokkaido, Tsushima, Amami-oshima.

Okinawa, Ishigaki and Iriomote Islands) and also travelled in Singapore,

A short biography of M. IWASAKI (born: Dec. 22,1954, Nishinomiya,Japan;

deceased; Sept. 23, 1980, same place; odonatologist, Ph.D. student of Kyoto

University) is followed by his odonatological bibliography (1974-1981).

On September 23, 1980, Masamichi Iwasaki

passed away at the early age oftwenty-five. He

was a Ph.D. student of Kyoto University and

had been working devotedly on calopterygid

behaviour. His premature deathcannot be too

much deplored.



156 K. Inoue

Malay Peninsulaand Sumatra(July 6 - Sept. 1,1975), in which travel he made

many interesting observations on the behaviour of some tropical members of

Calopterygidae, Euphaeidae and Chlorocyphidae. He left a considerable

volume of observation records, which are scheduled for a posthumous

publication in the forthcoming issue of Gracile.

From 1977 onwards, Mr. Iwasaki devoted most of his timeto the study of

the behaviour of the Japanese Mnais. Day after day, from May to July, he

watched M. p. pruinosa from early in the morning to late in the evening; all

the damselflies in his observation area were marked and released. The results

of this work were reported in two papers read at the ’’Mnais Symposium”,

Kyoto, January 5-6, 1980. It seems that this intense work has weakened his

health.

In May 1980 Masamichi Iwasaki fell ill, and he could not but cancel his

paper submitted for presentation at the XVIth International Congress of

Entomology, Kyoto, August, 1980. In the afternoon of September 22 he fell

down at his homeand was brought to the hospital. Nothing could be done to

save his life — early in the morning of the next day he passed away by cardiac

insufficiency.

He was a pious Christian, and the funeral service was conducted according

to Christian rites.

Masamichi Iwasaki is gone ....

Like a bud which was scattered justbefore

it blooms. His friends in the Kansai Research Group of Odonatology and in

the International Odonatological Society are mortified at this loss.
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(Japanese with Engl, title).
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Portrait on p. 155 dated 1980.
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