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Tasmanian Odonata. By Piers All-

brook

Nevertheless, such zygopteran genera as

Argiolestes (Megapodagrionidae),Caliagrion

(Coenagrionidae), Diphlebia (Amphipterygi-

dae). and Synlestes (Chlorolestidae), are

absent from Tasmania. Yet at least half the

known Australian species of each of these

genera, including the most abundant and

widespread ones, occur in the cool moist

"Bassian" climates of the coastal uplands, of

southern Australia. Among Anisoptera. the

most surprising absentees from Tasmania are

the Petaluridae, the cordulephyine and

gomphomacromiine Corduliidae, also all but

one species of Gomphidae. Austrogomphus

guerini (Rambur). The Libellulidae are

represented only by Austrothemis and Nan-

nophya, both mainlyBassian genera. Surpris-

ingly, both Orthetrum and Diplacodes , the

two most abundant and widespread libellulid

genera on the Australian mainland are absent.

The most interesting of known Tasmanian

Odonata are the two archaic, probably relict

species Archipetalia auriculata and Syn-

themiopsis gomphomacromioides,both des-

cribed by Tillyard in 1917.

While many "absentees” from the list of

Tasmanian Odonata are unlikely to have been

overlooked if present, others might be missed

through peculiarities in their spatial or

seasonal distribution, or in their breeding

biology or habitat usage. (For example, it was

only after twenty years of intensive collecting

by colleagues and myself that a breeding

colony of Petalura gigantea Leach was found

on the New England tablelands —

and then

only because a new road provided access to a

formerly quite inaccessible area ofalpine bogs.

Yet P. gigantea is one of the largest, most

conspicuous and most easily recognised in

flight of all Australian dragonflies!). Tasma-

nia, although colonised early in the history of

white settlement in Australia, still contains

large areas of mountainous virgin wilderness,

accessible only on foot and then often with

some difficulty. The excellent distribution

maps in the Handbook may generate interest

in recording Odonata among amateur natur-

alists, fishermen and others who find their

recreation in the wilderness. This mightlead to

fuller knowledge of the fauna and perhaps

even to descriptions of new taxa.

It is a pity that most users of the book will

be misled and confused by many uncorrected

errors, ambiguities and contradictions in the

text, especially the keys, and to a lesser but

important extent in the illustrations. A

correction slip gummed to page 4 lists over 40

errors in 84 pages of text; some are of minor

importance, but others (e.g. the statement that

"auricles” form
part of the wings!) are serious.

All these, and many others not listed on the

correction slip should have been picked up at

or preferably before galley proof stage, when

the text should have been submitted to an

experienced odonatologist for advice and

further criticism.

It is no pleasure to commentadversely ona

book as potentially useful as this one might

have been. A great deal of work must have

gone into its preparation, but this has been

offset by the author's inexperience, by some
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Biogeographers and odonatologists will wel-

come the University ofTasmania’s initiative in

producing a series of inexpensive handbooks

on the Tasmanian fauna, beginning with this

oneon Odonata. Although only 26 species of

Odonata have been reliably recorded from

Tasmania (as compared with almost 300 from

the Australian mainland), this fauna is the

outcome of changing climate and fluctuating

sea-level associated with the Pleistocene

glaciations, during which Bass Strait disap-

peared and Tasmania from time to time

became a broad peninsula attached to the

south-eastern coastline of Australia. The last

of these land connections was probably not

completely broken until about 10,000- 15.000

years ago.
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carelessness and much over-eagerness to get

into print quickly, and above all by failing to

seek beforehand the advice which would

gladly have been given by one or more of the

experienced specialists on Ddonata in Austra-

lia. As the book is priced at only S2.00, its

purchase is worthwhile, provided that the user

is cautious about accepting the text as entirely

authoritative or the keys and illustrations as

well designed for their purposes. What is

needed as soon as possible is a thoroughly

revised second edition, based on careful

analysis and correction of all the contradic-

tions, errors and ambiguities found in the first

edition. To attempt such detailed analysis

within this review would be inappropriate and

tedious, without seriously improving the

quality of the book.

On a more positive note, one looks

forward to seeing a greatly improved second

edition in the near future, and to contributing

any advice that may be sought towards its

preparation.
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