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Dragonflies of Kinki District,

central Japan. By Kansai Research
Group of Odonatology

The first 60 pages contain distribution maps of

103 species. Each covers eight prefectures and is

divided into a number of grids (ca 6x5 km

each). Solid symbols (collection data during

1971-1981, including bibliographic ones) or

vacant ones (those before 1970) are placed in

each correspondinggrid. The maps indicate and

warn how rapidly the habitats of many species

disappeared in this district due to pollutionand

development.

The next 10 pages deal with ’’Histograms of

seasonal occurrence of each species", from

which we can roughly estimate Ihe life history

(emergence season, voltinism,etc.). However, in

some species these are obscure because the col-

lection effort may not have been constant

throughoutthe dragonflyseason.

In the subsequent 35 pages, behaviour and

ecology of each species are described; those of

Mnais pruinosa, Stylurus oculatus, S. annulo-

tus, Gomphus pryeri, Macromia daimoji and

Pantala flavescens are outlined in detail.

The last three chapters are entitled: "Dragon-

fly population increase and decrease in Kinki

District in 1970s”, "References on dragonfliesin

Kinki District" and "Duration ofegg and larval

stages of Japanese Dragonflies”.
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170 pp. Nara, 1984. (In

Japanese, with English translation of the title

and contents table, and with Latin nomencla-

ture). Price: Y 2500.-.

The Kansai Research Group of Odonatology

(KRGO) is the most active local group ofresear-

chers on dragonfly biology in Japan and proba-

bly in the world. KRGO has been steadily study-

ing the distribution,behaviour, life history and

ecology of almost every species of dragonflies

occurring in the Kinki District, Japan, since

1962. This book is the compilationof an enor-

mous amount of data gathered by the members

ofthe KRGO.


