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SOME RICE-FIELD ODONATA IN THE DIS-
TRICTS OF POONCH AND BAGH, AZAD
KASHMIR, PAKISTAN

Odonates are frequently encountered in the rice
fields and are reported as important rice pest
predators (cf. e.g. H.R. FELJEN, 1977, Int. Rice
Res. Newsl. 2(5): 17-18; — G. VAN VREDEN &
A.L. AHMADZABIDI, 1986, Pests of rice and
their natural enemies in Peninsular Malaysia,
Pudoc, Wageningen). A survey was, therefore,
undertaken to identify the rice-field odonate spe-
cies occurring in the two districts. It is the objec-
tive, this would help to assess their role in the
local insect pest management.

The localities visited are: (1) Arja, — (2) Bagh,
- (3) Bajri, — (4) Harighail, — (5§) Nomanpura, -
and (6) Hajeera.

In all, 14 coenagrionid and libellulid species
were evidenced, viz. Coenagrionidae:
Agriocnemis pygmaea (Ramb.): 1, 6; — A. splendi-
dissima Laidl.: 1; - Ischnura aurora (Br.): 1, 3,
4; - 1. forcipata Morton: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6; — 1. senega-
lensis (Ramb.): 2, 3; — Pseudagrion decorum
(Ramb.): 1; - P. laidlawi Fraser: 1, 2, 3,6, - P.
rubriceps Sel.: 1,2,3,6;-Libellulidae:
Acisoma p. panorpoides Ramb.: 4, 6; — Crocothe-
mis erythraea (Brullé): 1, 3, 4, 5, 6; - C. servilia
(Dru.): 1, 3, 4, 5, 6; — Orthetrum glaucum (Br.):
4; — Palpopleura s. sexmaculata (Fabr): 1, 4, 6;
- and Trithemis festiva (Ramb.): 1, 3, 6.

A. splendidissima is new to the fauna of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir.
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