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DRAGONFLIES EXHIBITED IN THE ZOO-
LOGICAL MUSEUM, ST PETERSBURG, RUS-
SIA

In March 1995, 1 visited the Zoological Museum
of St Petersburg, where a collection of insects
open to public inspection is to be found on the
upper floor. The insects are in 10 cupboards, each
of which has seven 1 m? display cases. One of
these contains 93 dragonfly specimens. Most of
them are in good condition, only a few having
lost their head or abdomen, and the colours are
well preserved. There is no evidence of any dam-
age caused by museum beetles.

The dragonfly collection gives a good impres-
sion of the species that commonly occur in cen-
tral and southern Europe, Asia, Africa, and Mid-
dle America. The species names are more or less
in accordance with modern nomenclature, with
the labels written in both Latin and Kyrillic script.
Additional labels give information on the sex of
the specimens. In the collection, there are also
drawings of calopterygid, aeshnid, and libellulid
(perhaps Sympetrum) larvae. Altogether, 64 spe-
cies are in the collection. Unfortunately, the in-
formation concerning the lestid species has been
mislaid, so the lestids are listed from memory and
therefore associated with a question mark. As far
as I could see, all species are correctly identified.
However, two chlorocyphid species were not iden-
tifiable: their given names are not listed by C.A.
BRIDGES (1994, Catalogue of the family-group,
genus-group and species-group names of the
Odonata of the world [3rd edn], Bridges, Urbana/
Illinois).

Caloptery gid ae: Neurobasis chinensis
(L.), Mnais pruinosa Sel., Matrona basilaris Sel.,
Archineura incarnata (Karsch), Calopteryx
splendens (Harr.), C. virgo (L.), Thore boliviana
(McL.).
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Chlorocyphidae Rhinocypha
pagenstecheri Forst; R. sp. [labelled as Rhino-
cypha javana Forst.], Libellago sp. [labelled as
Rhinocypha ceylonica Forst.].

Euphaeidae: Epallage fatime (Charp.),
Allophaea ochracea (Sel.), Euphaea variegata
Ramb.

Lestidae: L sponsa? (Hans.), L. viridis?
(VanderL.), Sympecma fusca? (Vander L.).

Coenagrionidae: Nehalennia speciosa
(Charp.), Ischnura elegans (Vander L.),
Enallagma cyathigerum (Charp.), Coenagrion
Jjohanssoni (Wallengr.), C. puella (L.), C.
pulchellum (Vander L.), Pyrrhosoma nymphula
(Sulz.), Erythromma najas (Hans.).

Platycnemididae: Platycnemis pennipes
(Pall.).

Pseudostigmatid ae: Mecistogaster
lucretia (Dru.), Megaloprepus caerulatus (Dru.).

A e shnid ae: Brachytron pratense (Miill.),
Anax imperator Leach, Aeshna grandis (L.), A.
juncea (L.), A. viridis Eversm., Anaciaeschna
Jjaspidea (Burm.), Amphiaeschna ampla (Ramb.).

Gomphidae: Lindenia tetraphylla (Vander
L.), Gomphus flavipes (Charp.), G. vulgatissimus
(L.), Onychogomphus forcipatus (L.).

Chlorogomphid ae: Chlorogomphus
magnificus Sel.

Cordulegastrid ae: Cordulegaster
boltonii (Don.).

Corduliidae: Epitheca bimaculata
(Charp.), Somatochlora metallica (Vander L.),
Cordulia aenea (L.).

Libellulidae: Libellula depressa L., L.
fulva Milll,, L. quadrimaculata L., Orthetrum
brunneum (Fonsc.), O. cancellatum (L.), O. sabina
(Dru.), Palpopleura lucia (Dru.), Perithemis
domitia (Dru.), Acisoma panorpoides Ramb.,
Crocothemis erythraea (Brullé), Neurothemis tullia
(Dru.), Camacinia gigantea (Brauer), Sympetrum
flaveolum (L), S. pedemontanum (Allioni),
Leucorrhinia caudalis (Charp.), L. rubicunda (L.),
Pantala flavescens (Fabr.), Tholymis tillarga
(Fabr.), Rhyothemis graphiptera (Ramb.), R.
variegata (L.), Selysiothemis nigra (Vander L.).

1 am indebted to Dr R. JODICKE and Col. E.
PRENDERGAST for their improvement of the
text.
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