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Platycnemis pennipes (Pall.) as

a prey of Neoitamus cyanurus

(Loew) (Zygoptera: Platycnemidi-

dae;Diptera; Asilidae)

The cases of N. cyanurus predation on Zygo-

ptera were summarized by LAVIGNE (1976,

loc. cit.) who noted Coenagrionpulchellum and

an unidentified Coenagrion sp. as the victims.

On the other hand, LAVIGNE (1976, loc. cit.)

and Z.R. ADAMOVlC (1963, Ark biol. Nau-

ka 25(1/2); 41-74) mentioned that Platycnemis

pennipes was killed and eaten by another rob-

berfly species, Machiimus fimbriatus. It seems

that predation on P. pennipes is not rare, since

ADAMOVlC (1963, loc. cit.) reports 43 such

observations from the former Yugoslavia.
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A detailed review of asilid predation on Odo-

nata was presented by R. LAVIGNE (1976,

Cordulia 2(1): 1-10), who recognized over 50

robberfly species as predators on the represent-
atives of 23 Zygoptera and Anisoptera genera

of 6 families. Presently, this number is prob-

ably much higher, although the literature data

are rather poor, the information being known

mainly from internet publications, usually pre-

senting only photographs, without identifica-

tion of the species involved.

During the field studies in “Spala” Nature

Reserve (Spala Landscape Park, central Po-

land, 51°31’45,30”N, 20°09’52,72”E, alt. 156

m) on 24-VI-2006, the first case of predation

by the asilid Neoitamus cyanurus on a teneral

Platycnemis pennipes female was recorded and

documented (Fig. 1). The observation was made

about 15 meters offthe Pilica river bank.

Fig. 1. captured by the

asilid fly,


