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About 2,400 names at the rank of sub-
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superfamily have been proposed for
Recent and fossil gastropods. All
names are listed in a nomenclator giv-
ing full bibliographical reference, date
of publication, type genus, and their
nomenclatural availability and validity
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under the International Code of Zoo-
logical Nomenclature. Another 730
names, established for categories above
the family-group, and not regulated by
the Code, are listed separately. A work-
ing classification attempts to reconcile
recent advances in the phylogeny of
Gastropoda, using unranked clades
above superfamilies, and the more tra-
ditional approach, using hierarchical
ranking below superfamily. Altogether,
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the classification recognizes as valid a
total of 611 families of which 202 are
known exclusively as fossils and 409
occur in the Recent with or without a
fossil record. The nomenclator and
classification will be updated in forth-
coming editions to be published elec-
tronically.
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