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CHARLES GUSTAVE FRANCOIS HUBERT BAYER was born at The

Hague on January 31, 1887. Part of his youth was spent in France,
where he attended the lessons of a Lycée at Nice. Later he returned

to the Netherlands and studied two years at the State Flighschool for

Agriculture, Horticulture and Forestry at Wageningen. Then he set-

tled at Bennekom (province of Gelderland), where he had bought an

estate and started to reclaim land for practising agriculture, forestry,
and the rearing of cattle. Thus he was engaged from 1911 to 1917,

when financial adversity obliged him to give up further enterprise in

this direction. Then he resolved to become a biologist. After having

passed the government examination ”gymnasium b” he was entered

as a student at Leiden University in September 1921, together with

his wife, formerly Miss A. C. L. CLUMPER. He finished his studies by

taking his doctor’s degree on June 28, 1929, on a thesis, written in

Dutch, on ”the biology of Pseudococcus adonidum (Linn.) Westw.”

Meanwhile he had been an assistant of professor P. N. VAN KAMPEN,

then director of the Zoological Laboratory of Leiden University, for

three years.

When on September 1, 1929, BAYER was appointed curator of the

Molluscan Department of the Leiden Natural History Museum, he

was 42 years old and had never before specialised in Mollusca.

Besides the ordinary daily occupations connected with managing a

large collection he started a revision of the material of some groups

of gastropods present in the museum. Of these groups he published

catalogues in which all the known species were listed and the samples

present in the Leiden Museum were enumerated. Nine such cata-

logues, comprising the families belonging to the Doliacea (Tonnacea),

the Solariidae (Architectonicidae), and the genera Melongena and

Semifusus, were published from 1932 to 1952.
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In his first catalogues BAYER just followed some existing mono-

graph of the group he dealt with, but gradually his catalogues
acquired the character of critical revisions and in the last ones he

disentangled some very intricate problems of the systematics and

nomenclature of long known and nearly related species. His con-

clusions were based on the study of the complete literature, including

pre-Linnean publications. As to the classification and nomenclatureof

genera, subgenera, and sections BAYER admittedly stuck to THIELE'S

"Handbuch", even when he was himself convinced that they were

incorrect. This peculiar view was probably due to his anxiety not to

enlarge the scope of his work beyond his powers.

To his great regret BAYER had to reduce his activity during the

last years before his retirement on February 1, 1952, because he

suffered from a heart disease. Although his health somewhat im-

proved when he had retired, he enjoyed his "otium cum dignitate"
during some few years only. In the summer of 1955 he appeared to

have contracted an incurable illness and after several months of

severe suffering he died at Voorburg near The Hague on April 27,

1956.

A list of BAYER'S malacological publications is appended here.
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