
Philippe Dautzenberg amassed a large collection of
shells during his life-time, and was in contact with
amateurs, professionals and dealers. He was a well-
known (amateur) malacologist during his time. His
collection and archives are now in the Royal Belgian
Institute of Natural Sciences in Brussels, and an at-
tempt was made to reconstruct his network. To that
purpose data was extracted from his reprints distribu-
tion list, his own reprint collection, a collection of ‘au-
tographs’, eponyms given by Dautzenberg and those
named after Dautzenberg by other authors, and the
provenance of type material in the Dautzenberg col-
lection. Between 1880 and 1935 his contacts with ama-
teurs diminished, but those with professionals
remained stable. The main sources of type material in
his collection came from both amateurs and dealers.
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This paper is dedicated to my colleague
Robert G. Moolenbeek, who also has a keen interest
in the history of malacology.

Introduction

Shells have inspired people over millennia, both in sci-
ence and in art (Breure & De Heer 2015, De Heer &
Breure 2015, Coan & Kabat 2015). While shell collec-

tions were started during the 17th century mainly as
aestetical arrangements in so-called ‘cabinets of cu-
riosity’ (see also Bergvelt et al., 2005), it soon there-
after became that collections were arranged in a more
scientific manner during the course of the 18th cen-
tury. Around the beginning of the 19th century the
first institutional collections were established, but
throughout this century amateur collectors and their
collections remained an important source for scientific
studies of shells (Dance, 1966; Breure & Tardy, 2016).
Philippe Dautzenberg was one of these amateurs who
brought together a collection which enjoyed world-
wide fame at the start of the 20th century (Duchamps,
1986). Biographies of his life were published shortly
after his death (Lamy, 1935; Pelseneer 1936), as well as
more recently (Leloup, 1967; Duchamps, 1986; Van-
walleghem, 1986). After his death his collection and
archive was presented to the Belgian King Leopold I,
and is now housed in the Royal Belgian Institute of
Natural Sciences (RBINS) in Brussels. One of the con-
ditions of Dautzenberg was to keep his legacy apart
from other collections and archives; this gives a
unique opportunity to reconstruct his network of sci-
entific contacts.

On the occasion of the 150th birthday of Philippe
Dautzenberg, Duchamps (1999) gave an overview of
the most important contacts. In total he discussed 131
persons, divided into clergymen (10), military (7),
family members (8), scientists (74), and miscellaneous
(32). While this gives a good impression of the back-
ground of the persons with whom Dautzenberg was
in contact, a further study of his archives raised inter-
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est in a broader perspective of his science network, es-
pecially in the role of amateur and professional mala-
cologists. During the 19th and early 20th century, the
malacological universe was still largely dominated by
amateurs, i.e. persons who were not associated to any
museum or university, and who devoted private
means to further malacological science by collecting,
studying and, in some cases, publishing. Dautzenberg
was one of those amateurs and—while he obtained his
objects of study mainly by requests to collectors
abroad, by exchanges and purchases—he devoted

most of his time to the study of shells and the writing
of publications. His bibliography (Lamy, 1935: chrono-
logical; Duchamps, 1986: thematical) lists 195 titles,
covering the period 1881-1933, and all major groups of
molluscs except cephalopods; he worked both on Re-
cent and fossil species. During 70 years of having an
active interest in malacology, he was able to amass a
collection of over 300.000 lots, which is now for the
greater part in the RBINS collection.

The central question in this study was: what was
the contribution of amateurs and professionals in the
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Figs 1-3. Sources studied from the Dautzenberg archives. 1, Example of autograph (post card from F.L. Button, 7.xi.1924);
2, Example of label (in Dautzenberg’s hand); note the date received (30.xii.09) on the bottom line; 3, Page from notebook with reprints
distribution list.
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science network of Dautzenberg? To answer this
question the following hypotheses were formulated:
(1) During the period ca. 1880-1935 his contacts with
professionals became more dominant; (2) Amateurs
remained the principal sources for his collection (ex-
clusive of material bought from dealers).
In this paper I will analyze the network of Dautzen-
berg on the basis of documentation in his archives,
the sources of type material in his collection, and will
give an overview of his eponyms from literature.

Methods

The following sources, present in the Dautzenberg
archives, have been used: A) Dautzenberg reprint ad-
ministration and collection (Fig. 3); B) the collection
of ‘autographs’ (examples of handwritten letters from
contacts) (Fig. 1); C) type material from his shell col-
lection (Fig. 2). Moreover, eponyms (D) have been
listed from literature.

The distribution of reprints from his own papers
was noted by Dautzenberg in two notebooks. The
first one covers approximately the period 1881-1900,
and has been written by Dautzenberg himself. The
second notebook —covering presumably the period
ca. 1900-1935— contains both the handwriting from
Dautzenberg himself and possibly a third person (a
secretary?), and seems to have started with transfer-
ring the data from the first notebook (omitting the
persons deceased meanwhile), with additions over
time in Dautzenberg’s hand. This provided the basis
for classifying the contacts into three periods in
which Dautzenberg made first contact: (1) 1881-1899
(all names contained in the first notebook), during
which period Dautzenberg published 63 papers; (2)
1900-1914 (additional names listed in the second note-
book, regularly receiving reprints before 1914 as
judged from the abbreviated titles), 91 papers pub-
lished; (3) 1915-1935 (additional persons who regu-
larly received reprints from 1915 onwards), 41 papers
published. Institutional addresses, publishing houses
and honoured recipients (e.g., King Leopold I of Bel-
gium, who is the only one to have received nearly all
reprints) have been excluded from the analysis. Both
notebooks also contain address data for each person.
A general address book is also present in the
archives, which allowed me to double-check data that
were too concise in the notebooks for data analysis.
This general address book contained some names not
included in the notebooks, but the analysis has been
restricted to the reprint notebooks. The following
data have been extracted: (a) the city and country of
residence (places are classified according to current
countries; for France a distinction has been made be-

tween Paris (P) and other places (o)); (b) the status of
the person, i.e. amateur or professional (decided
upon their publications which had to list for the latter
a museum, institution or university as affiliation), or
dealer; (c) the period in which the first contact was es-
tablished; (d) the total number of different reprints
sent by Dautzenberg; (e) whether reprints from the
correspondent as (co-)author have been received, i.e.
are present in the Dautzenberg reprint collection.

Another source in the Dautzenberg archives is his
collection of 464 autographs, which has been de-
scribed by Breure (2015). Overlap between the auto-
graph collection and reprint notebooks were
excluded, as well as persons of whom no reprints are
present in Dautzenberg’s personal reprint collection.
This resulted in 98 additional persons from the net-
work of Dautzenberg, who sent him reprints but
were not included on his reprint lists. The following
data were extracted for these persons: (a) the country
of residence, where for France a distinction has been
made between Paris (P) and other places (o); (b) the
status of the person, i.e. amateur, professional, or
dealer (see above); (c) the year of the autograph.

To analyze the sources of material from the
Dautzenberg collection we had to limit ourselves to
type material, as only data on type material is present
in the RBINS database DaRWIN; to check all informa-
tion contained on labels in the rest of the Dautzenberg
collection was beyond the scope of this project. Type
material which is present—and currently recognized as
such—may be distinguished as follows: (1) type mate-
rial of taxa described by Dautzenberg himself; (2) type
material of taxa—as manuscript name or published—
by third persons and acquired by Dautzenberg during
his lifetime; (3) type material of taxa described by later
authors on the basis of the Dautzenberg collection. The
provenance of these types was classified according to
the last supplier, viz. as dealer, expedition, amateur or
professional. The latter two were categorized to (a)
country of residence, (b) the period of acquisition, and
(c) distinguished as belonging to either (i) his ‘active
contacts’, or (ii) third persons. The period of acquisition
was determined by one of the following: (a) the date
noted by Dautzenberg on the label (and transcribed in
the comments field of the DaRWIN database), (b) the
date of collection as given on the label (ibidem), (c) the
year of publication of the taxon, or (d) data derived
from the Dautzenberg archives.

Eponyms created by Dautzenberg were extracted
from a draft list of new taxa introduced by him (un-
published data RBINS). Only those eponyms have
been selected which have a link to the persons from
Dautzenberg’s contact network. Eponyms made by
various authors to honour Dautzenberg have been ex-
tracted using the Zoological Record database.
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Eponyms

The following taxa have been named after Philippe
Dautzenberg:

Achatinella mustelina dautzenbergiWelch, 1938: 140, pl. 13 figs 12-
14 (Mollusca, Gastropoda, Achatinellidae).

Acirsa (Hemiacirsa) dautzenbergi Peyrot, 1938: 137 (Mollusca,
Gastropoda, Epitoniidae).

Alvania (Arsenia) dautzenbergi Glibert, 1949: 105, pl. 6 fig. 9 (Mol-
lusca, Gastropoda, Rissoidae).

Amphidromus dautzenbergi Fulton, 1899: 303, fig. 3 (Mollusca,
Gastropoda, Camaenidae).

Anadenus dautzenbergi Collinge, 1900: 134, pl. 6 figs 1-8 (Mol-
lusca, Gastropoda, Anadenidae).

Ancistrum dautzenbergi Chatton & Lwoff, 1926: 346 (Ciliophora,
Oligohymenophorea, Ancistridae).

Arca dautzenbergi Lamy, 1907: 232, pl. 3 figs 9-11 (Mollusca, Bi-
valvia, Arcidae).

Auricularia (Pythiopsis) dautzenbergi de Morgan, 1916: 27, figs 16-
17 (Echinodermata, Holothuroidea, Synaptidae).

Aspatharia (Spathopsis) dautzenbergi Haas, 1936: 93, pl. 8 figs 2a-b
(Mollusca, Bivalvia, Mutelidae).

Biemna dautzenbergi Topsent, 1890: 32 (Porifera, Demospongiae,
Biemnidae).

Bithynia dautzenbergianaWattebled, 1886: 64, pl. 3 fig. 6 (Mol-
lusca, Gastropoda, Bithyniidae).

Buliminus (Subzebrinus) dautzenbergiAncey, 1906: 262 (Mollusca,
Gastropoda, Enidae).

Caecum dautzenbergi Bédé, 1948: 46, fig. 2 (Mollusca, Gastropoda,
Caecidae).

Calliostoma dautzenbergi Finlay, 1930: 39 [= Calliostoma caroli
Dautzenberg, 1927; new name for Calliostoma hedleyi
Dautzenberg, 1925 not Pritchard & Gatliff, 1902] (Mollusca,
Gastropoda, Calliostomatidae).

Cassidaria dautzenbergi Locard, 1886: 150, 558 (Mollusca, Gas-
tropoda, Cassidae).

Ceras dautzenbergi Dupuis & Putzeys, 1901: xxxviii, fig. 10 (Mol-
lusca, Gastropoda, Subulinidae).

Cerithiopsis (Cerithiopsis) dautzenbergi Glibert, 1949: 150, pl. 10 fig.
2 (Mollusca, Gastropoda, Cerithiopsidae).

Cerithium dautzenbergi Vignal, 1902: 303, pl. 8 figs 11-12 (Mol-
lusca, Gastropoda, Cerithiidae).

Cingula (Onoba) dautzenbergi Glibert, 1949: 101, pl. 5 fig. 21 (Mol-
lusca, Gastropoda, Rissoidae).

Circulopsis dautzenbergi Glibert, 1949: 71, pl. 5 fig. 2 (Mollusca,
Gastropoda, Cyclostrmatidae).

Clausilia dautzenbergiMorlet, 1893: 320 (Mollusca, Gastropoda,
Clausiliidae).

Clelandella dautzenbergi Gofas, 2005: 136 (Mollusca, Gastropoda,
Trochidae).

Cleopatra dautzenbergi Pilsbry & Bequaert, 1927: 294, fig. 54 (Mol-
lusca, Gastropoda, Paludomidae).

Cochliolepis dautzenbergiAdams & Knudsen, 1969: 59 (Mollusca,
Gastropoda, Tornidae).

Cochlostyla dautzenbergi Hidalgo, 1901 [1890-1901]: 288 (Mollusca,
Gastropoda, Cyclophoridae).

Columbella dautzenbergi Hervier, 1899: 377, pl. 14 fig. 7 (Mollusca,
Gastropoda, Columbellidae).

Colus (Anomalosipho) dautzenbergii Dall, 1918: 218 [new name for
Sipho verkruzeni Dautzenberg & Fischer, 1912 not Kobelt,
1876] (Mollusca, Gastropoda, Buccinidae).

Conus dautzenbergi Fenaux, 1942: 2, fig. 2 (Mollusca, Gastropoda,
Conidae).

Corbicula dautzenbergi Prashad, 1929: 46, pl. 6 figs 30-31 (Mol-
lusca, Bivalvia, Cyrenidae).

Corbula (Cuneocorbula) dautzenbergi Lamy, 1941: 235 [new name
for Corbula lirata E.A. Smith, 1871 not Corbula lyrata Sowerby,
1837] (Mollusca, Bivalvia, Corbulidae).

Curvella dautzenbergi Pilsbry, 1919: 165, pl. 20 figs 1-1a (Mollusca,
Gastropoda, Subulinidae).

Cyclophorus (Theobaldius) dautzenbergi Fulton, 1907: 155, pl. 10 fig.
8 (Mollusca, Gastropoda, Cyclophoridae).

Cyclostrema dautzenbergianumAncey, 1898: 149, pl 9 fig. j (Mol-
lusca, Gastropoda, Skeneidae).

Cyclotus dautzenbergi de Morgan, 1885: 398, pl. 8 fig. 1 (Mollusca,
Gastropoda, Cyclophoridae).

Cylindrella dautzenbergiana Crosse, 1890: 212, pl. 4 figs 6-6a (Mol-
lusca, Gastropoda, Urocoptidae).

Cypraea dautzenbergi Hidalgo 1907 [1906-1907]: 362, 571 [new
name for Cypraea fuscomaculata Pease, 1868 not Pease, 1865]
(Mollusca, Gastropoda, Cypraeidae).

Cythara dautzenbergi Knudsen, 1952: 170, pl. 1 fig. 4 (Mollusca,
Gastropoda, Mangeliidae).

Dautzenbergia Chevreux, 1900: 73. Type species Amphithopis
grandimana Chevreux, 1887 (Crustacea, Amphipoda, Ponto-
geneiidae).

Dautzenbergiella Lindholm, 1924: 62. Type species Clausilia duella
Mabille, 1887 (Mollusca, Gastropoda, Clausiliidae).

Diplodonta dautzenbergi Thiele & Jaeckel, 1931: 218, pl. 3 fig. 86
(Mollusca, Bivalvia, Ungulinidae).

Donovania dautzenbergi Pallary, 1926: 71 (Mollusca, Gastropoda,
Buccinidae).

Dosinia (Asa) dautzenbergi Fischer-Piette & Delmas, 1967: 26, pl. 5
figs 11-15 (Mollusca, Bivalvia, Veneridae).

Drillia (Clathrodrillia) dautzenbergi Tippett, 1995: 129 [new name
for Drillia gibbosa var. minor Dautzenberg, 1900 not Drillia
minor Seguenza, 1880] (Mollusca, Gastropoda, Drilliidae).

Eucardium (Rudicardium) tuberculatum var. dautzenbergi Coen,
1915: 300, pl 7 figs 1-2 (Mollusca, Bivalvia, Cardiidae).

Eulima (Vitreolina) dautzenbergi Pallary, 1900: 338, pl. 7 fig. 1
(Mollusca, Gastropoda, Eulimidae).

Glycymeris dautzenbergi Prashad, 1932: 65, pl. 2 figs 15-18 (Mol-
lusca, Bivalvia, Glycimeridae).

Gulella dautzenbergi Connolly, 1928: 534, pl. 18 fig. 3 (Mollusca,
Gastropoda, Streptaxidae).

Helicarion (?) dautzenbergianum Ancey, 1902: 64 (Mollusca, Gas-
tropoda, Helicarionidae).

Hyalinia dautzenbergiWagner, 1907: 110 (Mollusca, Gastropoda,
Marginellidae).
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Hydrobioides dautzenbergiWalker, 1927: 223, pl. 14 figs 10-10a
(Mollusca, Gastropoda, Bithyniidae).

Hysteroconcha (?Lamelliconcha) dautzenbergi Prashad, 1932: 217,
pl. 6 figs 11-12 (Mollusca, Bivalvia, Veneridae).

Idalia dautzenbergi Vayssière, 1919: 79, pl. 4 figs 15-17 (Mollusca,
Gastropoda, Goniodorididae).

Lepidopleurus meneghinii dautzenbergiAncey, 1898: 55 (Mollusca,
Polyplacophora, Leptochitonidae)

Limiscala dautzenbergi Jousseaume, 1912: 226, pl. 5 figs 6-7 (Mol-
lusca, Gastropoda, Epitoniidae).

Limnea (Gulnaria) limosa peregra var. dautzenbergiana Piaget, 1912:
339, figs 6-7 (Mollusca, Gastropoda, Lymnaeidae) [infrasub-
specific name].

Limopsis dautzenbergi Prashad, 1932: 60, pl. 2 figs 13-14 (Mol-
lusca, Bivalvia, Limopsidae).

Liotia dautzenbergi Bavay, 1917: 112, pl. 3 figs 6-8 (Mollusca, Gas-
tropoda, Pickworthiidae).

Macromphalina dautzenbergiAdam & Knudsen, 1969: 54, fig. 31
(Mollusca, Gastropoda, Vanikoridae).

Mangelia (Clathurella) dautzenbergi Peyrot, 1938: 289, pl. 5 figs 50,
55 (Mollusca, Gastropoda, Mangeliidae).

Marginella dautzenbergi Cossmann, 1896: 231, pl. 7 figs 13-15
(Mollusca, Gastropoda, ?Marginellidae).

Marginella dautzenbergi Tomlin & Shackleford, 1912: 319, pl. 4
figs 1-2 (Mollusca, Bivalvia, Marginellidae) [Replaced byM.
thomensis Tomlin, 1919: 65].

Martelia dautzenbergi Dupuis, 1924: 20 (Mollusca, Gastropoda,
Paludomidae).

Melania dautzenbergianaMorlet, 1884: 399, pl. 8 figs 1a-c (Mol-
lusca, Gastropoda, Thiaridae).

Melanoides tuberculata dautzenbergi Pilsbry & Bequaert, 1927: 257
[new name forMelanoides victoriae Dautzenberg, 1908 not
Dohrn, 1865] (Mollusca, Gastropoda, Thiaridae).

Mitra dautzenbergi Peyrot, 1938: 241, pl. 4 fig. 65 (Mollusca, Gas-
tropoda, Mitridae).

Myonera dautzenbergi Prashad, 1932: 334, pl. 7 fig. 51 (Mollusca,
Bivalvia, Cuspidaridae).

Nassa dautzenbergi Harmer, 1914: 78, pl. 5 figs 5-6 (Mollusca,
Gastropoda, Nassariidae).

Nassa (Alectryon) dautzenbergiMari, 1928: 154, pl. 6 fig. 2 (Mol-
lusca, Gastropoda, Nassariidae) [not Nassa dautzenbergi
Harmer, 1914].

Nucula dautzenbergi Prashad, 1932: 17, pl. 1 figs 13-16 (Mollusca,
Bivalvia, Nuculidae).

Odontostomus (Macrodontes) dautzenbergianus Pilsbry, 1899: 472
(Mollusca, Gastropoda, Odontostomidae).

Opistophorus dautzenbergi Sykes, 1902: 23 (Mollusca, Gas-
tropoda, Cyclophoridae).

Oscilla dautzenbergi de Morgan, 1915: 235, fig. 19 (Mollusca,
Gastropoda, Pyramidellidae).

Pectunculus dautzenbergi de Gregorio, 1892: 109 (Mollusca, Bival-
via, Veneridae).

Pediculariella dautzenbergi Schilder, 1931b: 167, pl. 6 fig. 3 (Mol-
lusca, Gastropoda, Pediculariidae).

Phacoides dautzenbergi Lamy, 1920: 177, figs. (Mollusca, Bivalvia,

Lucinidae).
Pholadomya dautzenbergi Cuvillier, 1930: 86 (Mollusca, Bivalvia,

Pholadomyidae).
Phyllidia dautzenbergi Vayssière, 1912: 85, pl. 1 figs 14-15 (Mol-

lusca, Gastropoda, Phyllidiidae).
Physa (Pyrgophysa) dautzenbergi Germain, 1905: 486 (Mollusca,

Gastropoda, Physidae).
Planaxis (Dalliella) dautzenbergi Glibert, 1949: 133, pl. 8 fig. 6

(Mollusca, Gastropoda, Rissoinidae).
Plectopylis dautzenbergi Gude, 1901: 198, pl. 6 figs 1a-c (Mollusca,

Gastropoda, Plectopylidae).
Pleurobranchus dautzenbergi Boog Watson, 1897: 239, pl. 19 fig. 8

(Mollusca, Gastropoda, Pleurobranchidae).
Pollia dautzenbergi Bavay, 1895: 160 (Mollusca, Gastropoda, Buc-

cinidae).
Primovula dautzenbergi Schilder, 1931a: 366, figs 1-4 (Mollusca,

Gastropoda, Ovulidae).
Propeamussium (Parvamussium) dautzenbergi Dijkstra, 1990: 2, figs

5-8 (Mollusca, Bivalvia, Pectinidae).
Pseudopalania dautzenbergiana Yen, 1948: 75, pl. 1 fig. 1 (Mol-

lusca, Gastropoda, Cyclophoridae).
Purpura (Polytropalicus) dautzenbergi Peyrot, 1938: 198 (Mollusca,

Gastropoda, Muricidae).
Pyrgulina dautzenbergiMelvill, 1910: 199 (Mollusca, Gastropoda,

Pyramidellidae).
Pyrgulina (Parthenina) dautzenbergi Peyrot, 1938: 57, pl. 3 fig. 17

(Mollusca, Gastropoda, Pyramidellidae).
Pyrgulina miodautzenbergi Gougerot, 1978: 22 [new name for

Pyrgulina dautzenbergi Peyrot, 1938 not Melvill, 1910]
Pythia dautzenbergi Dupuis, 1931: 1, fig. (Mollusca, Gastropoda,

Ellobiidae).
Seguenzia dautzenbergi Schepman, 1909: 179, pl. 12 fig. 5 (Mol-

lusca, Gastropoda, Seguenziidae).
Sinusigera dautzenbergi Vayssière, 1930: 24, pl. 1 figs 14-15 (Mol-

lusca, Gastropoda, Cypraeidae).
Soletellina dautzenbergi G.B. Sowerby III, 1909: 314 (Mollusca, Bi-

valvia, Psammobiidae).
Streptostele (Streptostele) dautzenbergi Pilsbry, 1919: 187, pl. 21 fig.

7 (Mollusca, Gastropoda, Streptaxidae).
Sunetta dautzenbergi Cossmann, 1924: 132, pl. 7 figs 23-26 (Mol-

lusca, Bivalvia, Veneridae).
Tellina dautzenbergi Nobre, 1894: 92 (Mollusca, Bivalvia, Tellini-

dae).
Terebellum dautzenbergi Cuvellier, 1933: 46, pl. 6 figs 3-4 (Mol-

lusca, Gastropoda, Seraphsidae).
Trachiopsis torresiana var. dautzenbergi Schepman, 1919: 164, pl. 5

fig. 1 (Mollusca, Gastropoda, Camaenidae).
Triton dautzembergi (sic) Von Ihering, 1897: 293, fig. 16 (Mol-

lusca, Gastropoda, Ranellidae).
Trochomorpha dautzenbergi Sykes, 1904: 87, pl. 9 figs 13-14 (Mol-

lusca, Gastropoda, Trochomorphidae).
Turbonilla (Pyrgolampros) dautzenbergi Glibert, 1949: 192, pl. 11

fig. 6 (Mollusca, Gastropoda, Scalidae).
Unio dautzenbergiMorlet, 1889: 163 (Mollusca, Bivalvia, Unioni-

dae).
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Vexillum (Costellaria) dautzenbergi Poppe, Guillot de Suduiraut &
Tagaro, 2006: 107, pl. 3 figs 2-4 (Mollusca, Gastropoda, Co-
stellariidae).

Volutopsis norwegica var. dautzenbergi Schlesch, 1929: 194, pl. 11
figs 7-8 (Mollusca, Gastropoda, Buccinidae).

Wexfordia dautzenbergi Harmer, 1921: 704, pl. 54 fig. 21 (Mollusca,
Gastropoda, Naticidae).

Yoldiella dautzenbergi La Perna, 2008: 152 (Mollusca, Bivalvia, Yol-
diidae).

Results

Reprints. – The total number of persons to whom
Dautzenberg either sent, received from or exchanged
reprints is 476. This group is indicated herein as ‘ac-
tive contacts’; 68% of this group were amateur, 30%
professionals, while the remaining 2% were dealers
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Figs 4-7. Analyses of ‘active contacts’. 4, Number of amateurs
(blue) and professionals (green) first contacts divided over three
periods (1881-1899, 1900-1914, 1915-1935); 5, Background of ac-
tive contacts (amateurs - blue, professionals - green, and dealers
- yellow); 6, Categories of active contacts (‘exchangers’ - dark
yellow, ‘receivers’ - orange, ‘senders’ - grey); 7, Geographic ori-
gin of active contacts. The pie charts read from the top clock-
wise, geographical units follow rows.

Contact Country Status Life time Du-
champs,
1999

Bavay, A.R.J.B. France (P) Amateur 1840-1923 Scien(st

Bureau, L. France (o) Professional 1847-1936

Caziot, A. France (o) Amateur 1844-1931 Military

Chevreux, E.L. Algeria Amateur 1846-1931 Scien(st

Collinge, W.E. U.K. Professional 1867-1947

Connolly, M.W.K. U.K. Professional 1842-1947

Cort, H. de Belgium Amateur 1864-1914 Family

Cossmann, A.E.M. France (P) Amateur 1850-1924 Scien(st

Dall, W.H. U.S.A. Professional 1845-1927 Scien(st

Demange, V. Vietnam Amateur 1870-1940

Durand, G. France (P) Amateur

Durouchoux, P. France (P) Amateur 1847-1928 Family

Fischer, P.M.H. France (P) Professional 1855-1916 Scien(st

Fournier, G. Belgium Amateur

Fulton, H.C. U.K. Dealer 1861-1942 Misc.

Gregorio, A. de Italy Amateur 1855-1930 Scien(st

Hidalgo, J.G. Spain Professional 1839-1923 Scien(st

Ihering, H. von Brazil Professional 1850-1930

Lamothe, L.J.B. de France (o) Amateur 1849-1936 Military

Martel, H. France (o) Amateur 1846-1927 Military

Monterosato, T.M.A. Italy Amateur 1841-1927 Scien(st

Morgan, J.J.M. de France (o) Amateur 1857-1924

Nerville, F.G. de France (P) Amateur 1858-1931

Norman, A.M. U.K. Amateur 1831-1918

Pas, C. de France (o) Amateur

Pelseneer, J.P.L. Belgium Professional 1863-1945 Scien(st

Pilsbry, H.A. U.S.A. Professional 1862-1957

Ponsonby, J.H. U.K. Amateur 1848-1916

Prashad, B. India Professional 1894-1969

Prete, R. del Italy Amateur

Putzeys, S. Belgium Professional

Richard, J. Monaco Amateur 1863-1945

Sacco, F. Italy Professional 1864-1948

Smith, E.A. U.K. Professional 1847-1916 Scien(st

Sowerby, G.B. III U.K. Dealer 1843-1921 Scien(st

Sykes, E.R. U.K. Amateur 1867-1954

Vignal, L. France (P) Amateur 1849-1941

Vincent, E.G. Belgium Amateur 1860-1928

Table 1. Group of ‘high intensity’ contacts to whom Dautzen-
berg sent the larger number of reprints (see text for further de-
tails). Persons dealt with by Duchamps (1999) are indicated with
his grouping.
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(Figs 4-5). For this group several warnings may be
sounded. First, the distinction between ‘amateur’ and
‘professional’ in those days may have not been so
strict as currently understood. Secondly, the alloca-
tion of the correspondents in the autograph collection
to countries is based on the place mentioned in the
letter, unless it was clear otherwise it was sent during
traveling. In some cases this was very evident, while
in some others it had to be deduced from other con-
textual sources.

In the two notebooks in total 494 persons are
listed, of which 116 have not been recipients of
Dautzenberg reprints. These 116 persons—except
eight professionals and four dealers—were all ama-
teurs, and this group was dominant during the early
years (1881–1899). It seems as if Dautzenberg has be-
come more selective over the years to whom he sent
his reprints, although there has also been a group of
people who only sent him reprints of own publica-
tions without receiving any from Dautzenberg; see
also below sub B. The remaining 378 persons have
been treated as ‘reprint receivers’, although part of
these returned the favour by sending own reprints,
and might be more properly classified as ‘exchang-
ers’. Overall, the composition of this group is 45% ‘ex-
changers’, 34% ‘receivers’, and 21% ‘senders’ (Fig. 6).

As a proxy for the intensity of the contact the
number of different reprints has been taken. The 38
persons (10%) with the highest number (varying from
94-132, average 110) has been analyzed in more de-
tail, as these persons were presumably the most inter-
esting for Dautzenberg (Table 1). Not surprisingly
most of them are contemporaries, but with some
marked exceptions. The composition of this group
consist of 92% ‘exchangers’, and the balance between
amateurs (61%), professionals (34%), and dealers (5%)
was slightly different from the total group of ‘active
contacts’ (see above). The category ‘exchangers’ as a
whole comprises 215 persons. For this group the
number of reprints sent by Dautzenberg varied from
1-132 (average 45). This group consisted of amateurs
(56%), dealers (2%), and professionals (42%).

Analysing the geographical origin of the total
group of ‘active contacts’ it becomes clear that the
majority (84%) is from Europe, 7% from the U.S.A.,
the remaining 9% from other countries. Within Eu-
rope, 58% of his active contacts were French (27%
Paris based, 31% from other parts of France), 11 %
from the United Kingdom, 8% from Belgium, 6%
from Germany, and the remaining 17% from various
European countries (Fig. 7). The range in geographic
origin of the ‘high intensity’ group was comparable to
the ‘active contacts’ group as a whole, with an under-
representation of the French and relative overrepre-
sentation of persons from the U.K. and Belgium.
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Figs 8-12. Analyses of sources of (type) material. 8, Number of
lots originating from amateurs (blue), professionals (green), and
dealers (yellow), divided over three periods (1881-1899, 1900-
1914, 1915-1935). 9, Categories of material suppliers (amateurs -
blue, professionals - green, and dealers - yellow). 10, Geo-
graphic origin of lots received from amateurs. 11, Geographic
origin of lots received from professionals. 12, Geographic origin
of lots received from dealers. The pie charts read from the top
clockwise, geographical units follow rows.
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Autographs. – The group of people of whom hand-
written correspondence has been kept, partially over-
laps the group of persons to whom Dautzenberg has
sent reprints of his papers. Several persons from the
‘autograph group’ appeared to have sent reprints of
their papers to Dautzenberg without being added by
him to his distribution list; these persons are part of
the ‘senders’ group mentioned above. Further details
on this group can be found in Breure (2015).

Provenance of type material. – The DaRWIN database
currently has 1476 entries for type lots in the Dautzen-
berg collection. Of these, 133 entries contained too few
data on the provenance or the period, or were added
after Dautzenberg’s life; thus 1343 entries remained
for data analysis. Of these 118 lots were collected dur-
ing oceanographical expeditions, 478 lots were ob-
tained from dealers (Preston, Géret, Sowerby &
Fulton, Webb, and Schneider provided the majority of
this material). Of the remaining 747 lots, 206 have
been received from professional malacologists, and
541 from amateurs. Analyzing the professionals to
countries, 90 lots were received from Japan (Hirase),
55 from Austria (Wagner and Oberwimmer), 25 from
Germany (mainly Haas and Rensch), 19 from Belgium
(mainly Putzeys, Dupuis, and Bequaert), the rest from
various countries; except a few lots, all material was
received from ‘active contacts’ (see also Figs 8-12). The
541 lots from amateurs originated mainly from France
(319 from contacts in Paris, 99 from other parts of
France), from Algeria (43 lots, mainly Pallary), and
from Ecuador (15 lots from the Cousin collection); see
Fig. 10. It is here assumed that the Cousin collection
was bought directly from his heirs, but it cannot be ex-
cluded that it arrived in Dautzenberg’s possession via
Géret (see also Breure 2011: fig. 2C). Excluding the
material from oceanographic expeditions, the majority
of the material (84 %) came to the Dautzenberg collec-
tion from European sources.

When analyzed according to period, it appears
that the majority of the material was acquired between
1900 and 1914, with a substantial contribution from
material obtained from dealers. Amateurs as source of
material were relatively stable throughout the years,
being prominent especially in the period 1880-1899
(Figs 8-9).

Eponyms. – The list presented above contain 105
eponyms named after Dautzenberg, who—among the
ca. 1900 new names introduced by him—has given
308 eponyms to colleagues. In total 143 (30%) of the
‘active contacts’ either named at least one eponym
after Dautzenberg (25), were given at least one
eponym by Dautzenberg (93), or both was the case
(25). The group of ‘high intensity’ contacts were given

81 eponyms by Dautzenberg (26% of total); 17 of these
persons named at least one taxon to honour Dautzen-
berg (45% of the group). The total group of ‘exchang-
ers’ received 230 eponyms given by Dautzenberg to 84
persons in his network; 44 persons (20% of the group)
named at least one taxon after Dautzenberg.

Discussion

Dautzenberg lived in Paris and—with France being
one of the European countries that housed an active
malacological community around 1900—it cannot be a
surprise that many contacts of Dautzenberg were
France based. Of the persons regarded as ‘active con-
tacts’ Europeans total up to 84% (France 58%, the U.K.
9%, Belgium 7% and Germany 5%; all other European
countries together 14%), U.S.A. 7%, Asia and Africa
each 3%, Oceania 2% and Central and South America
1% (Fig. 6). Within the ‘high intensity’ group the com-
postion is different (France 35%, Belgium 14%, U.K.
22%), but the division European-non European coun-
tries is similar. The absence of Germans among this
group is striking. It should be reminded that other
persons, although not included in the ‘active contacts’
group, might still have been instrumental for
Dautzenberg, as it is known that he used his contacts
in circles of—among others—clergymen, government
officials, and military to stimulate persons to act as
collectors for him in return for small material gifts
(Duchamps, pers. commun., 13.vii.2015).

Related to the suppliers of (type) material, ama-
teurs rank highest in absolute number of lots. The con-
tribution of dealers, especially in the beginning of the
20th century, is also substantial; however, one should
keep in mind that partly this material originated from
amateur collections (parts of the Ancey collection pur-
chased from Géret exemplify this). Although Preston
was an important supplier to Dautzenberg, it is re-
markable that he does not occur in his reprints distri-
bution administration. Professionals as source of
material played a modest role, with the exception of
Hirase supplying material from Japan.

Eponyms have been applied since the beginning of
binominal nomenclature as a way to recognize es-
teemed colleagues or to reward an ardent collector of
material. Another discipline using eponyms is medi-
cine, and recently Fargen and Hoh (2014) have ex-
plored the arguments for and against the continued
use of eponyms within medical education and prac-
tice. In biological taxonomy no such explicit debate
has taken place. Nowadays eponyms are sometimes
considered as antiquated, as more emphasis is being
laid on having the name reflecting characteristics of
the newly described organism. However, the results
presented above suggest that a listing of eponyms
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used by and for an author could at least act as a
proxy of his contact network in cases where archival
data is less extensive or absent.

Related to the hypotheses posed in the introduction,
it is clear that amateurs have played a major role
throughout the life of Dautzenberg, both in correspon-
dence and as source of material. It is also clear that
Dautzenberg, a wealthy man, may not be regarded as a
standard amateur. The amount of specimens he
amassed by buying series from shell dealers exempli-
fies this. In this respect this study may be misleading,
but on the other hand the relative completeness of the
collection and the archives of Dautzenberg provide an
unique insight in the world of a malacologist at the end
of the 19th and beginning of the 20th century.
These results of this study may also lead to a broader
avenue for research. In natural history museums the
historical collections (i.e. from the 19th and early 20th
century) are the core, and often contains type material
from authors who described taxa during this period.
This type material is crucial as it is often an important
or sole source for revisionary work. Although for a
number of authors is known where these types may be
expected, exchange of material seems to have hap-
pened more often than currently thought. Also, many
type specimens currently considered lost are probably
hidden in the collections of museums, which may be
recovered once the label handwriting can be author-
ized. It should be noted that the majority of historical
material has minimal labelling and knowledge of col-
laborations and relationships between scientist and col-
lectors can give more clues to e.g., collection localities
or provenance. Science networks can be composed of
either ideas (correspondence, meetings), material (one-
way or exchanges), or both. This would require study-
ing the archives of natural history museums, and
possibly also personal archives that might be available
in public archives. Information obtained from collec-
tions will be needed to make the picture as complete as
possible. Where archives often are incomplete or lost,
and label information is often minimal or might be
missing, the tracing of eponyms from literature may
help to partially reconstruct the contact network of au-
thors.

All this suggests that further research into the an-
cient networks of malacologists during the 19th and
early 20th century might be advantageous. Unravel-
ing the networks that have existed could shed more
light on the cooperation between people, and the
shifting balances between amateurs and profession-
als, both in the exchange of ideas or shells. Finally, it
is interesting to note that where this study suggests a
shift from amateurs to professionals in (molluscan-α-)
taxonomy about a century ago, nowadays a tendency
may be observed where—for policy and budgetary

reasons—volunteering amateurs are supposed to
play a greater role in this field. L’ histoire se repète, but
always in a bit different way.
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