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Note on the publications of Edmond Saurin (1904-1977) on
Recent Mollusca; with a list of all his new pyramidellids

(Gastropoda, Pyramidellidae)

L.J. (LEo) vAN GEMERT
Couwenhoven 5519, NL-3703EV Zeist, The Netherlands; leo.van.gemert@planet.nl

Edmond Saurin (1904-1977) mainly published on geol-
ogy and archeology, approximately 130 and 50 pa-
pers, respectively. Only eight malacological
publications on Recent Mollusca are known from him.
Two papers concern terrestrial Mollusca. Three arti-
cles are on marine Gastropoda and Bivalvia of the
Paracel Islands (South China Sea). Three other publi-
cations on Recent Mollusca are important for the tax-
onomy of tropical Pyramidellidae. A total of 222 new
pyramidellids has been described by Saurin. A com-
plete list, with some annotations, of these new species
is given. A list of his eponyms concerning Recent Mol-
lusca is given too.

Key words: Saurin, Gastropoda, Pyramidellidae, Paracel Islands.

INTRODUCTION

Edmond Saurin was born 25 November 1904 in
Castellane, a village in the south of France. During his
youth he became interested in natural history and
archeology. For this reason he was advised to study
geology at the University of Lyon. Geology was more
promising in finding a job, and the teaching of arche-
ology was at that time poorly organized. He was also
a talented painter and later in his life he, as numisma-
tist, gathered an important collection of ancient
money. In 1928 he started to work as a geologist in In-
dochina. Due to his sickness he returned in 1965 to
France, where he died on 29 November 1977. His life
and works are described by Fontaine (1978, 1983). The
information above has been derived from the second
publication.

PUBLICATIONS OF SAURIN ON RECENT MOLLUSCA

Saurin mainly published on geology and archeology,
approximately 130 and 50 papers, respectively
(Fontaine, 1983). Fontaine (1978) gives a survey of his
geological activities and publications, including the
ones on fossil Mollusca, and Fontaine (1983) describes
his archeological activities and gives a list of his arti-
cles in this field.

Only eight malacological publications on Recent
Mollusca are known from Saurin, mainly published in
the relatively short period of 1958 to 1962. His publica-
tions on fossil Mollusca are not considered here. He
started with two publications on terrestrial molluscs
(Saurin, 1953 & 1958). He described one new genus
and nine new species in the first publication and one
new species in the second one. The latter is based on
molluscs collected on the Paracel Islands, located in
the middle of the South China Sea. In total four arti-
cles concern the terrestrial and marine malacofauna of
the Paracels Islands (Saurin, 1958, 1960, 1961 & 1962b).
Only a few terrestrial species are listed (Saurin, 1958),
but approximately 440 marine gastropods and bi-
valves are recorded by him ( Saurin, 1960, 1961 &
1962b).

Three of Saurin’s publications on Recent Mollusca
are important for the taxonomy of tropical Pyramidel-
lidae. According to Corgan & van Aartsen (1998) eight
subfamilies, four genus-group taxa, i.e. four subgen-
era, and 255 species were considered new by Saurin.
However, I could only find a total of 222 new pyra-
midellids having been described and figured (draw-
ings and photographs) by Saurin (1958, 1959, 1962a).
This number is also different from the number of 210
given by Bouchet (1999). In the latter publication
Bouchet describes his quest for the types of Saurin. He
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found the greater part of them in the attic of the home
of the widow of Saurin in 1979. Indeed, from a letter
of Saurin to van Benthem Jutting it is clear that Saurin
kept his collected mollusks and other items in France,
which he visited every year during his stay in Asia.

LIST OF PYRAMIDELLID TAXA INTRODUCED BY SAURIN

A complete list of his new pyramidellids, with some
comments or annotations, is given in table 1. For each
species the publication in which it was described as
new is given, with page, plate and figure number(s). It
appears that a few new species are figured in more
than one article. The annotations concern Saurin’s new
species, in total four, to be synonymous with other
species according to himself (Saurin, 1962a), his three
changes in the names, related to the subgenus, and the
recording of his new species in later publications of
Saurin (including 1961 & 1970). The Saurin & Fontaine
publication of 1970 concerns fossil molluscs. The six
replacement names given by Corgan & van Aartsen
(1999) are also listed in the Table.

EPONYMS CONCERNING RECENT MoLLUSCA

The first eponym based on Recent Mollusca was pub-
lished by van Benthem Jutting (1962), i.e. Diaphora
saurini and the second one, Odostomia saurini, in 1998
by Corgan & van Aartsen. Later ones are Garnieria
saurini by Nordsieck (2002), Chrysallida saurini and
Polemicella saurini by Robba et al. (2004) and very re-
cently Bacteridiella saurini by Robba (2013). An
eponym based on a fossil mollusk is Myophorella
saurini Hayami, 1972, based on a misidentification of
Trigonia striata Miller, 1819 by Saurin (1935). This is
just an example of an eponym of a fossil mollusk; non-
malacological eponyms are also not considered here.
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Table 1. Alphabetical list of all 222 Saurin’s new species in the
family Pyramidellidae. Numbers in the third to fifth column
refer to page number, plate number and figure number(s) re-

spectively.
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Species Genus (Subgenus) Saurin, 1958 Saurin, 1959 Saurin, 1962 Comments

adolphi Odostomia (Megastomia) 235; 111, 6

ailhaudi Chemnitzia 262; VI, 23 256

alacer Pyrgiscus 269; VIII, 21

alphonsi Besla 245; A, 5 &1V, 15

amabilis Pyrgulina 250; 1V, 17 244

ambigua Chemnitzia 255; 1V, 15 nom. nov. Turbonilla normalis
Corgan & van Aartsen, 1998

ampliata Odostomia (Megastomia) 238; 11, 11

ampulla Leucotina 252, 1V, 4

anacra Pyrgulina 250; 1V, 23

angusta Ebalina 275;1X, 14 232 synonym of Ebalina vixornata
de Folin; Saurin (1962)

annae Besla 246; A, 4

annamitica Chemnitzia 262; VII, 16 & VIII, 2 257

arenarum Besla 244; A, 1 &1V, 7

arrighii Chemnitzia 264; VI, 12

asmundina Pyrgiscilla 273; IX, 12

atrisaxi Odostomia (Megastomia) 238; 111, 18

augusti Besla 244; A, 7 &1V, 14

babellina Egilina (Egilina) 75; 111, 1-3 255 247 Egilina babellina; Saurin
(1959, 1962)

bancoensis Cossmannica 227;1,5 234,11, 3

baptistini Salassia 241; 111, 22

barthelemyi Turbonilla (Turbonilla) 79;1V, 2-3

basicincta Pyrgiscilla 273;1X,7 259

baygiongina Syrnola 229;1,17 234

behainei Cossmannica 228;1,10

belsantii Asmunda 266; VIII, 3

biformis Odostomia (Brachystomia) 237;1,5

binhdinhensis Odostomia (Megastomia) 68;1,11 239

bonardi Puposyrnola 231; 11, 14

bonellii Chemnitzia 263; VII, 9 257

buriti Pyrgulina 242; 111, 1

butoli Pyrgulina 246; 111, 5

calendalis Pyrgulina 247;1V, 19

callosa Vagna 228:1,13

cambodgiensis | Pyrgulina 244; 11, 15-16

canaensis Besla 246;1V, 13

cani Syrnola 229;1, 16

castleraghensis | Chrysallida 253;V, 27

cathaysiae Tiberia 226;1,3 233

catinati Cossmannica 227:;1,9 234 listed in Saurin (1961)

caudana Odostomia (Megastomia) 238; 111, 19 239

ceciriana Babella 255; A, 12 & VI, 2

celestae Syrnola 230; 11, 3-4

chamorum Odostomia (Odostomia) 67;1,6

champaensis Cossmannica (Cossmannica) |66;1, 1

charezieuxi Chemnitzia 264; VI, 15

charneri Odostomia (Megastomia) 237; 111, 15

chetelati Chrysallida 247;1,19 & 111, 7

cheveyi Pyrgulina 248; 1V, 18 243

chuttina Asmunda 266; VIII, 11

clara Asmunda 266; VIII, 7

contracta Elusa 233; 11, 16

corona Miralda 257;V, 16

crassicostata Babella 77;111, 9

crassus Pyrgiscus 267; VIII, 15-16

cuabeina Costosyrnola 232; 11, 15

culaoniana Chrysallida 254;V, 24 245

culaopagi Costosyrnola 233; 11, 13 236

cylindrica Babella 77; 111, 6-7

cylindrica Pyrgiscilla 271; VII, 22

dailanhensis Salassia 241; 111, 25
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Species Genus (Subgenus) Saurin, 1958 Saurin, 1959 Saurin, 1962 Comments

danieli Besla 244; A, 9 &1V, 12

dawydoffi Pyrgiscilla 270; IX, 6

decouxi Odostomia (Odostomia) 234; 111, 4 237

delicatula Kleinella 252; 111, 20

dextra Turbonilla 259; VI, 13

difficilis Pyrgulina (Standeniella) 71; 11, 1-2

discreta Cossmannica 227;1,11

dominicae Pyrgulina 250; V, 11-12

dongbaensis Turbonilla 259; VI, 11

dongkhanhi Pyrgiscilla 270; VIII, 18

dozouli Pyrgulina 249;V, 3

dunkeriformis Chemnitzia 261; VI, 25 256

dussaulti Cingulina 261;V, 12-13

edentata Odostomia (Oda) 239;11, 6 240

elata Odostomia (Megastomia) 68, 1,9 239 nom. nov. Odostomia saurini
Corgan & van Aartsen, 1998

eugeniae Chemnitzia 262; VI, 19

excavata Elodiamea 240; 11, 14

fannyae Pyrgulina (Linopyrga) 252;V,19 & 21

|feraudi Pyrgiscilla 271;1X, 1

\feriarum Pyrgulina (Linopyrga) 251;V, 14

\filiformis Bacteridiella 275; IX, 18-19

|flexuosus Careliopsis 260; 1V, 9

|franciscae Miralda 78; 111, 17-18 250

fromageti Styloptygma 232; 11,5 236

[funiculata Babella 249; 111, 10

gabriellae Besla 243;1V, 8

galloisi Miralda 256;V, 13

garcerii Odostomia (Odostomia) 234; 111, 2 237

gautieri Besla 244: A,3 &1V, 9

gemmulata Chemnitzia 264; VI, 16

genouillyi Chrysallida 246; 111, 4

geraudiei Chemnitzia 262; VII, 1 256; 1V, 13

gestroides Odostomia (Megastomia) 69; 1,10 239; 111, 20 Odostomia (Brachystomia)
gestroides; Saurin (1959)

gigantea Egilina (Egilina) 75; 11, 12

gradata Costosyrnola 236; 11, 6

graffeuilli Odostomella 240; 1V, 1

grimaudi Tiberia 225;1,1 232

hastula Babella 249; 111, 9

hatienensis Pandorella 251; 111, 18-19

henriettae Besla 245; A, 8 & 1V, 8 242

hians Odetta 253;1,16 &

1V, 5-6

honis Odostomia (Odostomia) 235; 111, 5 237

honmungensis | Pyrgulina 251;1V, 21

honnorati Chrysallida 254; A, 6

inaequalis Cingulina 83; 111, 15-16 261

inaequistriata | Pyrgiscilla 272;1X, 5

indosinica Vagna 228;1,8

infantilis Pyrgiscus (Pyrgiscus) 81;1V, 13-14

infrasulcata Odostomia (Jordanula) 240; 111, 26 nom. nov. Odostomia (Jordaniella)
sulcatella Corgan & van Aartsen,
1998

integra Chemnitzia 260; VII, 14 256

joae Besla 241;1,7

jocosior Oscilla 258; VI, 7

josephi Chemnitzia 263; VI, 6

josettae Pyrgolidium 267; VIII, 4

julii Actaeopyramis 257, V, 25

kampotensis Pyrgulina 243; 111, 6

kepensis Pyrgulina 245; 111, 3

khanhoana Odostomia (Odostomia) 235; 111, 3 237
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Species Genus (Subgenus) Saurin, 1958 Saurin, 1959 Saurin, 1962 Comments

khmeriana Numaegilina 248: 111, 14

krempfi Pyrgulina 249;V, 8 243

lagrandieri Pyrgulina 249; 1V, 27

langae Chemnitzia 261; VI, 22 & VIII, 1 |256

lerichei Chemnitzia 261; VI, 14 256

levamisii Pyrgulina 247; A, 11 & 1V, 24-25

libidinosa Costosyrnola 233; 11,18

lineata Pyrgulina (Linopyrga) 251;V, 20 listed in Saurin (1961)

macella Syrnola 235,1,3&11,7

magnumos Odostomia (Heida) 239; 11, 12

marnayae Turbonilla 260; VI, 10 255

martinae Odostomia (Megastomia) 236; 111, 12 238

massui Pyrgiscilla 271;1X, 2

megembryon Odostomia (Jordanula) 70;1,7

metayei Odostomia (Megastomia) 236; 111, 13 238 listed in Saurin (1961)

micrembryon Puposyrnola 231;1L 9

mieuina Besla 245;1V, 11

mirandus Pyrgiscus 269; VIII, 6

monicae Pyrgulina (Parthenina) 72,11, 6

montbruni Pyrgulina 246; 1V, 22 242 listed in Saurin (1961) &
Saurin & Fontaine (1970)

muinaiensis Spiralinella 242:1,15

muinamensis Pyrgulina 247;1V, 29

nagarinus Pyrgiscus 268; VIII, 13

neglecta Syrnola 230; 11, 11

ngani Tiberia 226;1,2 232: 11,1

nhatrangensis Odostomia (Megastomia) 239; 111, 17

nigraerupis Pyrgulina 250; V, 10

noviportus Pyrgulina 244;1,14

obliqua Chemnitzia 261; VI, 20-21 256 listed in Saurin (1961); nom. nov.
Turbonilla inclinella Corgan &
van Aartsen, 1998

obliquissima Numaegilina 255; VI, 1 248

obtusantis Oscilla 254;1,17

ongcopensis Oscilla 254;1V, 8

oscillaeformis Miralda 250; 111, 16

ovata Tiberia 226;1, 6-7

pellucida Pyrgiscilla 272; VIII, 8

pernettae Odostomia (Megastomia) 238; 111, 21

phanthietina Chrysallida (Chrysallida) 73; 11, 9-11 254 246 Chrysallida phanthietina; Saurin
(1959, 1962)

phohaiensis Pyrgulina (Pyrgulina) 73; 11, 4-5 243

phuae Chemnitzia (Nisiturris) 265; VII, 10

piscatorium Polemicella 243;1V, 5

praecostulata Syrnola 230;1, 18 234

prava Odostomia (Cyclodostomia) 240;1, 4

pretiosor Miralda 250; 111, 21

primaliciae Miralda 251; 111, 17

primitractus Pyrgulina (Linopyrga) 252;1V, 26 244

pupina Pyrgulina (Linopyrga) 252;V, 6

pura Pyrgulina (Partulida) 246;1,10 & 111, 8

purpurea Odostomella 241; 111, 23 232 synonym of Elodiamea gliriella
Melvill & Standen; Saurin (1962)

puymaneli Costosyrnola 233; 11, 12 236

pyrgoidella Eulimella 274; 1X, 15

quaelibet Syrnola 229;1,15 234

quangae Pyrgiscus 268; VIII, 9

ranae Besla 242;1,6 & 11, 10

reamensis Besla 241;1,18 & 11, 9

reginae Leucotina 258;V, 26

regis Chemnitzia 264; VII, 12 258

renatae Pyrgiscilla 270; VIII, 19 260 listed in Saurin (1961)

revisa Besla 245; A, 2
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Species Genus (Subgenus) Saurin, 1958 Saurin, 1959 Saurin, 1962 Comments

rolingiana Turbonilla 254: 1V, 10

romeasaina Turbonilla 255;1V, 11-12 legenda pl. IV T. romeasiana;
romeasaina is error

rugosa Cingulina 274;1X, 10

secta Turbonilla (Asmunda) 81;1V, 8 258

secunda Elusa 233; 11, 17

semicostata Tiberia 233;11, 4

semistriata Pyrgiscilla 259;1,13&V,7

serenei Odostomia (Megastomia) 236; 111, 8

siamensis Pyrgiscilla 259; fig. in text

silvii Asmunda 266; VII, 7

sinus Pyrgulina (Linopyrga) 253;V, 22

sphaerica Odostomia (Oda) 240; 11,7

subcostata Odostomia (Megastomia) 237,111, 14

subdelia Turbonilla 260;V, 23

sublaevis Careliopsis 82; 1V, 15-16

superba Mumiola 254;V, 15 232 synonym of Mumiola megacheilos
de Folin; Saurin (1962)

supramarginata |Odostomia (Megastomia) 237; 111, 9 238

suzettae Miralda 257V, 18

tabulae Pyrgiscilla 260;V, 8

tani Trabecula 253; A, 10

tenuis Egilina 247;1,11 & 111, 11

thachi Chemnitzia 263; VII, 6

thaii Tiberia 226;1, 4 233

thuanae Pyrgiscilla 271;1X, 4 259

timida Costosyrnola 236; 11, 5

torquatum Anisocycla 262;V, 14-15

tracta Puposyrnola 232;11, 10 235

transiens Odostomia (Siogamaia) 240; 111, 11 nom. nov. Siogamia namensis
Corgan & van Aartsen, 1998

treina Odostomia (Brachystoma) 239; 111, 10

trifuniculata Tragula 258;1,18 & V, 11

trinquieri Chemnitzia 265; VII, 4

trochiformis Pyrgulina 249;V, 2 244

truncata Cingulina 274;1X, 11

tumida Chemnitzia (Nisiturris) 265; VII, 3 nom. nov. Turbonilla (Nisiturris)
tumidula Corgan & van Aartsen,
1998

tuytrieuensis Besla 243;1V, 4

unifilosa Odostomia (Megastomia) 239;11, 8

unilirata Tragula 267; VIII, 10

vanae Chemnitzia 262; VII, 2 257

vannieri Pyrgiscus 267; VIII, 14

varellensis Ebalina 275;1X, 16

vietnamica Syrnola 230; 11, 2 232 synonym of Syrnola elegans
A. Adams; Saurin (1962)

ventricosa Egilina (Numaegilina) 76; 11, 13-14

vienae Puposyrnola 231;11, 8 235

vinhi Turbonilla 260; VI, 24 254

yersini Pyrgulina 248;V, 4

yoonnae Pyrgiscilla 272;1X, 20
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